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Message from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  \ 
transmitting  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  tf 
H'ar,  accompanied  with  sundry  documents  ;  ^ 
in  obedient  e  to  a  resolution  qf  the  31st  of 
December  last,  requesting  such  information 
as  may  tend  to  eiplain  the  causes  of  the  fail^ 
ure  of  the  arms  qf' the  United  States  on  the 
northern frcmlier,  Feb,  2,  1814— /2cttd  a/id 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 

MESSAGE 

TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 

I  transmit  to  the  house  of  representatives 
a  report  of  the  secretary  of  war,  complying 
with  their  resolution  of  the  31st  December 
l^t.  JAMES  MADISOa\. 

January  31st,  1814. 

REPORT. 

fVar  Department,  January  25,  1814. 

Sir — In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of 
the  bouse  of  representatives  of  the  31st  of 
December  last,  requesting  such  information, 
(not  improper  to  1^  communicated)  as  may 
tend  to  explain  the  causes  of  the  failure  of 
the  arms  of  the  United  States  on  the  northern 
frontier,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol¬ 
lowing  documents,  and  to  offer  to  you,  sir, 
the  assurance  of  the  very  high  respect  with 
which  I  am  your  most  obedient,  and  very 
humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

The  President, 

CORRESPONDENCE  BETWEEN  THE  SECRETARY 
OF  WAR  AND  MAJ.  GEN.  DEARBORN,  &C, 

Note  presented  to  the  cabinet  on  the  Bth  qf  Fe¬ 
bruary,  1813,  by  the  secretary  qf  war. 

The  enemy’s  force  at  Montreal  and  its  de¬ 
pendencies  has  been  stated  at  16,000  effect¬ 
ives,  It  more  probably  does  not  exceed  10 
or  12,000.  The  militia  part  of  it  may 
amount  to  one-sixth  of  the  whole.  Is  it  pro¬ 
bable  that  we  shall  be  able  to  open  the  cam¬ 
paign  on  Lake  Champlain  with  a  force  com¬ 
petent  to  meet  and  dislodge  this  army  before 
the  15th  of  May  ?  I  put  the  question  on  this 
date,  because  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that 
the  enemy  will  then  be  rehiferced,  and,  nf 


course,  that  new  relations  in  point  of  strength 
ivill  be  established  between  us.  Our  present 
regular  force  on  both  sides  of  Lake  Cham¬ 
plain  does  not  exceed  2,40i)  men.  The  addi¬ 
tion  made  to  it  must  necessarily  consist  of 
recruits,  who,  for  a  time,  will  not  be  better 
than  militia ;  and  when  we  conskier  that  the 
recniitiHg  service  is  but  beginning,  and  that 
we  now  approach  t?;e  middle  of  February,  the 
conclusion  is,  1  think,  safe,  that  we  cannot 
move  in  this  direction,  and  thus  early  (say 
1st  of  May)  with  effect. 

It  then  remains  to  choose  between  a  coarse 
of  entire  inaction,  because  incompetent  16 
the  main  attack,  or  one  having  a  secondary 
but  still  an  important  object ;  such  would  be 
the  reduction  of  that  part  of  Upper  Canada  ly¬ 
ing  between  the  town  of  Prescott,  on  the  St. 
Law  rence  and  Lake  Erie,  including  the  towns 
of  Kingston  and  York,  and  the  ibrts  George 
and  Erie. 

On  this  line  of  frontier  the  enemy  have* 

At  Prescott,  300 

At  Kingston,  600 

At  George  and  Erie,  Ste,  1,200 

Making  a  total  (of  regular  troops)  of  2,100 

Kingston  and  Prescott,  and  the  destruotiott 
of  the  British  ships  at  the  former*  would  pre¬ 
sent  the  first  object;  York  and  the  frigates 
said  to  be  building  tliere,  the  second ;  George 
and  Erie  the  third. 

The  force  to  be  employed  on  this  service 
should  Hot  be  less  than  6,01X)  effective  regu¬ 
lar  troops,  because  in  this  first  enterprise  a  * 
second  campaign  nothing  must,  if  possible, 
left  to  chance. 

The  time  for  giving  execution  to  this  plan 
is  clearly  indicated  by  the  ibiiowing  facts ; 

1st.  The  river  St.  Lawrence  is  not  open  to 
the  purposes  of  navigation  before  the  15th  of 
May  I  And 

2d.  Lake  Ontario  is  free  from  all  obstruc¬ 
tion  arising  from  ice  bythe  1st  day  of  April. 

Lender  these  circumstances  we  shall  have 
six  weeks  for  the  expedition,  before  it  be  pos¬ 
sible  for  Sir  George  Prevost  to  give  it  any  dis¬ 
turbance. 

Should  this  outline  be  approved,  the  details 
for  the  service  can  be  made  and  expedited  io 
forty-eight  hours. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  wkr 
to  Mi^r  General  Dearborn,  dated 

IVar  Department,  Feb,  10, 1813. 

“  I  hare  the  president’s  orders  to  comma** 
nicate  to  you,  as  exi>edltiou8ly  as  possible,  the 
outline  of  campaign,  which  you  will  imme¬ 
diately  institute  and  pursue  against  Upper 
Canada : 

1st.  4,000  troopa  wMl  ha  aismhiad  at 
S«$cket’s  Marhtf. 
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“  2d.  3,000  Kill  be  brought  together  at 
Buffalo  and  its  vicinity. 

“  3d.  The  former  oi  these  corps  will  be  em¬ 
barked  and  transported  under  convoy  of  the 
fleet  to  Kingston,  where  they  will  be  landed. 
Kingston,  its  garrison,  and  the  British  ships 
wintering  in  the  harbour  of  that  place,  will  be 
its:  first  object.  Its  second  object  will  be 
York,  (the  capital  of  Upper  Canada,)  the 
stores  collected  and  tlie  two  frigates  building 
there.  Its  third  object.  Forts  George  and 
Erie,  and  their  dependencies.  In  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  this  last,  there  will  be  a  co-operation 
betw’eon  the  two  corps.  The  coinposition  of 


these  will  be  as  follows  : 

1st.  Bloomfield’s  brigade,  1,436 

2d.  Chandler’s  do.  1,044 

.Sd.  Philadelphia  detachment^  400 

4th.  Baltimore  do.  300 

5th.  Carlisle  do.  200 

6th.  Greenbush  do.  4(X) 

Ttli.  Sachet’s  Harbour  do*  250 


4,030 

9th,  Several  corps  at  Buffalo,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Por¬ 
ter,  and  the  rec4;uits  belong¬ 
ing  thereto,  3,000 


Total,  7,030 
“  The  time,  for  executing  the  enterprise  w  ill 
be  governed  by  the  opening  of  Lake  Ontario, 
which  usually  takes  place  about  the  first  of 
April. 

“  The  adjutant  general  has  orders  to  put 
the  more  southern  detkehraents  in  march  as 
expeditiously  as  possible.  The  two  brigades 
on  Lake  Champlain  you  will  move  so  as  to 
^ive  them  full  time  to  reach  their  place  of 
destination  by  the  25th  of  March.  Tlie  route 
by  Elizabeth  will,  I  think,  be  tlie  shortest 
and  best.  They  will  be  replaced  by  some 
new  raised  regiments  from  the  east. 

“  You  will  put  Into  your  movements  as 
much  privacy  as  may  be  compatible  with 
their  execution. .  They  may  be  masked  by 
reports  that  Sacket’s  Harbour  is  in  danger, 
and  that  the  principal  effort  will  be  made  on 
the  Niagara  in  co-operation  witli  General 
Harrison.  As  the  route  to  Sacket’s  Harbour 
and  to  Niagara  is  for  a  considcrabler  distance 
the  same,  it  may  be  well  to  intimate,  even  in 
orders,  that  the  latter  is  the  destination  of 
the  two  brigades  now  at  Lake  Champlain.” 

Albany^  February  18,  1813. 
Sir — Your  despatches  of  the  10th  were  re¬ 
ceived  last  evening.  Nothing  shall  be  omit¬ 
ted  on  my  part  in  endeavouring  to  carry  into 
effect  the  expedition  proposed^ 

I  fear  the  very  large  magazines  of  provi¬ 
sions  on  Ijake  Champlain  will  be  unsafe  unices 
a  considerable  part  is  removed  at  some  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  store,  or .  a  considerable  force 
is  assembled  at  Burlington  and  vicinity  by  the 
time  the  two  brigades  shall  move.  Another 
motive  fiir  having  a  large  force  on  that  lake. 


will  be,  that  of  preventing  the  enemy  from 
sending  almost  his  whole  force  from  Lower 
Canada  to  Kingston,  as  soon  as  our  intentions 
shall  be  so  far  known  as  to  afford  satisfactory 
evidence  of  our  intentions  in  relation  to  the 
conquest  of  Upper  Canada  ;  and  unless  an  im¬ 
posing  force  shall  menace  Lower  Canada,  the 
enemy’s  whole  force  may  be  concentrated  in 
Upper  Canada,  and  require  as  large  a  force  to 
operate  against  them  as  w'ould  be  necessary  to 
operate  towards  Montreal.  It  may  be  ad  vise- 
able  to  draw  out  a  body  of  New-Hampshire 
militia  to  serve  for  a  short  time  in  Vermont. 
You  w  ill  judge  of  the  expediency  of  such  a 
measure  ;  but  1  do  not  believe  that  there  will ' 
be  a  sufficient  body  of  new  raised  troops  in  sea¬ 
son  for  taking  the  place  of  the  two  brigades. 

I  this  day  received  a  letter  from  colonel  Por¬ 
ter,  in  w  hich  he  informs  me  that  general  Win¬ 
chester  had  arrived  at  Niagara,  with  such  of 
his  ti'oops  as  had  escaped  the  tomahaw  k,  and 
that  they  w  ere  crossing  over  on  parole  ;  he 
states  tiiat  at  the  close  of  the  action  every 
inau  who  by  w  ounds  or  other  causes  were  una¬ 
ble  to  marcli,  were  indiscriminately  put  to 
deatfi.  Such  outrageous  conduct  will  require 
serious  attention,  especi.ally  when  British 
troops  are  coiK*erned  in  tlie  action. 

I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

H.  DEARBORN*. 

Hon.  .John  Armstrongs 
Secretary  of  fVar. 

War  Departments  Feb.  21,  1813. 

Sir — Before  I  left  New-York,  and  till  very 
recently  since  my  arrival  here,  I  was  inform¬ 
ed,  through  various  channels,  that  a  winter  or 
spring  attack  upon  Kingston  was  not  practica¬ 
ble,  on  account  of  the  snow,  which  generally 
lays  to  the  depth  of  two,  and  sometimes  of 
three  feet,  overall  thatnorthern  region  during 
those  seasons.  Hence  it  is,  that  in  the  plan 
recently  communicated,  it  w’as  thought  safest 
and  best  to  make  the  attack  by  a  combinaltoit 
of  naval  and  military  means,  and  to  approach 
our  object,  not  by  directly  crossing  the  St. 
Lawrence  on  the  ice,  but  by  setting  out  from 
Sacket’s  Harbour,  in  concert  w  ith,  and  under 
convoy  of  the  fleet.  Later  information  differs 
from  that  on  which  this  plan  was  founded  ;  and 
the  fortunate  issue  of  Major  Forsyth’s  last  ex¬ 
pedition  shows,  that  small  enterprises,  at  least* 
may  be  successfully  executed  at  the  present 
season.  Th6  advice  given  in  your  letter  of 
the  instant,'  has  a  bearing  also  on  the  same 
point,  and  to  the  same  effect.  If  the  enemy 
be  really  weak  at  Kington,  and  approachable 
by  land  and  ice.  Pike  (who  will  be  a  brigadier 
in  a  day  or  two)  may  be  put  into  motion  from 
lake  Champlain,  by  the  Chat^augue  route,  (in 
sleighs]  and  with  the  two  brigades,  cross  the 
St.  Ltwrence,  where  it  may  be  thought  best, 
destroy  the  armed  ships,  and  seize  and  hold 
Kingston  until  you  can  join  him  with  the  other 
corps  destined  for  the  future  objects  of  the 
expedition ;  and  if  pressed  by  Prevost  before 
sn^  junction  can  be  effected?  he  may  with.. 
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draw  himself  to  Safclcet's  Hirlwnr,  or  other  and  best  route,  to  the  neighbourhood  of  C^denA 
place  ol*  security  on  our  side  ot‘ (he  litie.  This  burgh,  or  to  Socket’s  Harbour.  On  his  arri- 
would  be  much  the  shorter  road  to  the  object,  val  at  Potsdam,  or  Canton,  or  Russell,  he  will 
and  perhaps,  the  safer  one,  as  tlie  St.  Law-  be  able  to  communicate  with  Brown  or  For- 
rence  is  now  every  where  well  bridged,  aiid  syth,  or  both,  and  act  with  them,  as  circum- 
offers  no  obstniction  to  either  attack  or  stances  may  require. 

treat.  Such  a  movement  will,  no  doubt,  be  The  affair  at  Ogdensburg  will  be  a  fair  ex¬ 
soon  known  to  Prevost,  and  cannot  but  dis-  cuse  for  moving  troops  in  (Sat  direction  ;  and 
quiet  him.  The  dilemma  it  presents,  will  be  by  this  inovemeUt  it  will  be  ascertained  whe- 
serioiis  :  either  he  must  give  up  his  western  ther  the  salne  route  will  be  the  best  in  future : 
posts,  or  to  save  them,  he  must  carry  himself  the  distance  by  that  route  from  Plattsburgh  to 
in  force,  and  promptly,  to  Upper  Canada.  In  Sacket’s  Harbour,  is  but  little  more  than  one 
the  latter  case,  he  will  be  embarrassed  for  halfof  what  it  would  be  by  the  route  proposed, 
sulisistence  ;  bis  convoys  of  provision  will  be  and  1  am  assured  by  a  gentleman,  whom  I  can 
open  to  our  attacks,  on  a  line  of  nearly  one  confide  in,  that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  by' 
hundred  miles,  and  his  position  at  Montreal  that  route. 

much  weakened.  Another  decided  advantage  Chauncey  has  not  yet  returned  from  NeT<^ 
will  be,  to  let  ns  into  the  secret  of  his  real  York.  I  am  satisfied  that  if  he  had  arrived  ai 
strength.  If  he  be  able  to  make  heavy  detach-  som  as  I  had  expected  him^  we  might  have  made 
ments  to  cover,  or  to  recover  Kingston,  and  to  a  stroke  at  Kingston  on  the  ice,  but  his  presence 
protect' his  supplies,  and  alter  all  maintain  was  necessary  for  having  the  aid  of  the  sea- 
himself  at  Montreal,  and  on  lake  Champlain,  men  and  marines. 

he  is  stronger  than  I  imagined,  or  than  any  From  a  letter  received  this  day  from  Colonel 
well  authenticated  reports  make  him  to  be.  Porter  at  Niagara,  it  appears  that  tlie  enemy 
tVith  regard  to  our  magazines,  my  belief  is,  were  preparing  to  strike  at  Black  Rock, 
that  we  have  notliing  to  fear  ;  because,  as  sta-  1  can  give  him  no  assistance, 

ted  al)ove,  Prevost’s  attention  must  be  given  I  am,  sir,  w  ith  respect  and  esteem,  your  obeji 

to  the  western  posts  and  to  our  movements  dient  humble  servant, 
against  them.  He  will  not  dare  to  advance  H.  DEARBORN, 

southwardly  while  a  heavy  corps  is  operating  Hon,  John  Armstrong,  Secretary  at  ff'^ar, 
on  his  flank  and  menacing  his  line  of  communi-  Fehruary  22,  1813. 

cation  ;  but,  on  the  other  supposition,  they  Sir — I  have  only  time  to  inform  that  the 

(the  magazines]  may  be  easily  secured  :  1st,  enemy,  with  a  very  superior  force,  succeeded 

by  taking  them  to  Willsljoro*  ;  or  2d,  to  Bur-  in  taking  Ogdensburg  this  morning  about  nine 
lington ;  or  3d,  by  a  militia  call,  to  protect  o’clock.  They  had  about  two  men  to  one, 
them  where  they  are.  ^  Orders  are  given  for  exclusive  of  Indians.  Numbers  of  the  enemy 
the  inarch  of  the  eastern  volunteers,  except-  are  dead  on  tlie  field.  Not  more  than  twenty 
ing  Ulmer’s  regiment,  and  two  companies  of  of  our  men  are  killed  and  wounded;  Lieu- 
axe  men,  sent  to  open  the  route  to  the  Chau-  tenant  Beard  is  among  the  latter, 
diere.  1  have  made  a  saving  retreat  of  about  eight 

The  southern  detachments  will  be  much  or  nine  miles.  I  could  not  get  all  the  wounds 
stronger  than  I  had  supposed.  That  from  ed  off. 

Philadelphia  will  mount  up  nearly  to  1000  ef-  We  have  killed  two  of  the  enemy  to  one  of 
fective.  ours  killed  by  them.  We  want  ammunition. 

With  great  respect,  dear  general,  I  am  and  some  provisions  sent  on  to  us,  also  sleighs 
yours,  faithfully,  for  the  wounded. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG.  If  you  can  send  me  f  Ar«s  hundred  men  all 
General  Dearborn,  shall  be  retaken  and  Prescott  too,  or  I  will  lose 

Head  Quarters,  Albany,  Feb- 25,  my  life  in  the  attempt.  I  shall  write  you 

Sir — I  this  day  received  by  express  from  more  particularly  to-day. 

Colonel  Macomb,  the  inclosed  account  from  Yours,  with*  due  respect. 

Major  Forsyth.  His  known  zeal  for  a  small  BENJAMIN  FORSYTH, 

partisan  warfare,  has  induced  me  to  give  him  Capt.  rifle  reg’t  commanding, 

repeated  caution  against  such  measures  on  his  Colonel  Maco'mb,  SackeVs  Harbour, 
part,  as  would  probably  produce  such  retalia-  Extract  (f  a  letter from  Major  General  Dedr^^ 
ting  strokes  as  he  would  be  unable  to  resist  :  bom  to  the  secretary  at  war,  dat4d  Albanyl 

but' I  fear  my  advice  has  not  been  as  fully  at-  February  26,  1813. 

tended  to  as  could  have  been  wished.  He  is  “  Having  received  information,  that  Sir 

an  excellent  officer,  and  under  suitable  circum-  George  Prevost  was  moving  towards  U^per 
stances  would  be  of  important  service.  Canada,  with  considerable  force,  but  not 

I  have  requested  the  governor  to  order  Ge-  such  as  can  be  fully  relied  on,  I  have,  howerer, 
neral  Brown  out  with  three  or  four  hundred  ordered  400  more  of  Pike’s  command  to 
of  such  militia  as  he  can  soonest  assemble,  to  low  the  first  detachment  without  delay.’’ 
join  Forsyth;  and  I  have  ordered  Colonel  Pike,  Head-Quarters,  SackeVs  Harbour,  ^ 

with  four  hundred  of  his  command,  to  proceed  March  3,  1813.  S 

jo  sleighs  by  what  is  considered  Use  shortest  ^^-tHaving  been  inforned,  that  SiyGearfo 
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Prevost  Iiad  adjourned  the  legislature  at  Que¬ 
bec,  assigning  as  the  motive  that  his  majesty’s 
service  required  his  presem^e  in  Upper  Cana¬ 
da,  and  having  received  certain  intbrmation 
of  his  passing  Montreal,  and  having  arrived 
at  Kingston,  I  set  out  immediately  for  this 
place,  having  ordered  the  force  at  Greenbush, 
and  part  of  (Lionel  Pike’s  command  in  sleighs, 
for  this  place.  I  arrived  here  in  fitly-two 
hours.  I  am  now  satisfied  from  such  informa¬ 
tion  as  is  entitled  to  full  credit,  that  a  force 
has  been  collected  from  Quebec,  Montreal 
and  Upper  Canada,  of  from  six  to  eight  thou¬ 
sand  men  at  Kingston,  and  that  we  may  ex¬ 
pect  an  attack  within  forty-eight  hours,  and 
perhaps  sooner. 

The  militia  have  been  called  in,  and  every 
e5t>rt  will,  I  trust,  be  made  to  defend  the 
post ;  but,  I  fear,  neither  the  troops  from 
Greenbush  nor  Plattsburgh  will  arrive  in  sea¬ 
son  to  afford  their  aid.  I  have  sent  expresses 
to  have  them  hurried  on. 

Commodore  Chauncey  has  not  arrived  ;  he 
will  be  iiere  to-morrow.  The  armed  vessels 
have  been  placed  in  the  positions  intended  by 
the  commodore. 

Our  total  force  may  be  estimated  at  nearly 
three  thousand  of  all  descriptions. 

Sir  George  Prevost  is  represented  to  be  de¬ 
termined  to  effect  his  object  at  all  evente,  and 
will  undoubtedly  make  every  effort  his 
power  for  the  purpose. 

We  shall,  I  trust,  give  him  a  warm  recep¬ 
tion  ;  but  if  his  force  is  such  as  is  expected, 
and  should  make  an  attack  before  our  troops 
arrive  from  Greenbush  and  Plattsburgh  at 
Saoket*®  HarlK)ur,  the  result  may,  at  least,  be 
doubtful. 

I  have  the  honour,  sir,  to  be  with  the  highest 
respect  and  consideration,  your  obedient 
humble  servant,  H.  DEARBOllN. 

Hon.  John  Arjjistrong^  secretary  of  war. 

SackeVs  Harbor^  March  9,  1813.  | 

Sir— I  have  not  yet  had  the  honour  of  a  visit 
from  Sir' George  Prevost.  His  whole  force  is 
concentrated  at  Kingston,  probably  amounting 
to  six  OP  seven  thousaml;  about  three  thousand 
of  them  regular  troops.  The  ice  is  good,  and 
we  expect  him  every  day,  and  every  measure 
for  preventing  a  surprise  is  in  eonstant  activi¬ 
ty.  The  troops  from  Greenbush  (upwards  of 
400)  have  arrived.  I  have  heard  nothing  from 
Pike  ,*  he  should  have  been  here  yesterday. 
Iliave  rent  three  expresses  to  meet  him;  nei¬ 
ther  have  yet  returned.  I  have  suspicions  of 
tlie  express  employed  by  the  quartermaster 
general  to  convey  tJie  orders  to  Pike ;  the  ear¬ 
nest  measures  were  taken  for  conveying  a 
duplicate  of  his  orders.  I  hope  to  hear  from 
him  to-day.  His  arrival  with  eight  hundred 
good  troops  would  be  very  important  at  this 
time.  The  enemy  are  apprized  of  his  move¬ 
ment. 

1  begin  to  entertain  some  doubts  whether 
Goorgc  >1^1  venture  to  atteck  us ;  but  shall 


not  relax  in  being  prepared  to  give  him  a  de¬ 
cent  reception. 

I  should  feel  easier  if  Pike  should  arrive  in 
season.  I  arn  in  want  of  officers  of  experience. 
My  whole  force,  exclusive  of  seamen  and  ma¬ 
rines,  w  ho  will  be  confined  to  the  vessels  and 
have  no  share  in  the  action  until  my  force 
shall  be  w  orsted,  amounts  to  nearly  3000,  ex¬ 
clusive  of  i.'H)  militia  at  Brownville,  and  on 
tJie  road  leading  from  Kingston  by  land.  W  ith- 
in  two  or  three  days  1  may  have  300  more  mi¬ 
litia  from  Rome  and  Utica. 

The  ice  w  ill  not  probably  be  passable  more 
than  from  six-  to  ten  days  longer ;  it  is  not 
usually  passable  after  the  l,^th  of  March. 
This  unexpected  movement  of  the  enemy  will 
effectually  oppose  the  movements  contempla¬ 
ted  on  our  part,  and  1  shall  not  think  it  advH 
sable  to  order  General  Chandler  to  move  at 
present.  As  soon  as  the  fall  of  this  place  shall 
be  decided,  we  shall  be  able  to  determine  on 
other  measures.  If  we  hold  this  place  we 
will  conimaiid  the  lake,  and  be  able  to  act  in 
concert  with  the  troops  at  Niagara,  while 
Chandler’s  brigade,  with  such  other  troops  ax 
may  assemble  in  Vermont,  may  induce  a  re¬ 
turn  of  a  considerable  part  of  those  troops  that 
have  lef  t  Ix)wer  Canada. 

Wlien  I  ordered  Pike  to  move  1  directed 
General  Chandler  to  have  the  provisions  at 
Plattsburgh  moved  to  Burlington.  There  was 
but  a  small  proportion  of  our  magazines  at 
Plattsburgh ;  they  are  principally  at  Burling¬ 
ton  and  Whitehall. 

Yours  w  ith  respect  and  esteem, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Hon.  John  Armstrong. 

Extract  of' a  letter  from  Major  General  Dear^ 

born  to  the  secretary  at  war,  dated  March 

14,  1813. 

“  From  the  most  recent  and  probable  in¬ 
formation  1  have  obtained,  1  am  iiuluced  to 
believe,  that  Sir  George  Prevost  has  conclu¬ 
ded  that  it  is  too  late  to  attack  this  jdace. 
He  undoubtedly  meditated  a  eou|)-<le-maiD 
against  the  shipping  here.  All  the  apprehen¬ 
sion  is  now  at  Kingston.  Sir  George  has  visit¬ 
ed  York  and  Niagara,  and  returned  to  Mon¬ 
treal.  Several  bodies  of  troops  Iiave  lately 
passed  up  from  Montreal ;  but  such  precau¬ 
tions  have  been  taken  to  prevent  tlieir  imm- 
ber  being  ascertained,  as  to  render  it  impos¬ 
sible  to  form  any  accuratev  opinion  of  tiieir 
forces,  or  even  to  imagine  very  nearly  what 
they  amount  to.  From  various  sources  I  am 
perfectly  satisfied,  tiiat  they  are  not  in  suf¬ 
ficient  force  to  venture  an  attack  on  this 
place,  knowing  as  they  do,  that  we  have  col¬ 
lected  a  fine  body  of  troops  from  Greenbush 
and  Plattsburgh,  and  that  the  militia  have 
beert  called  in.  We  are  probably  just  strong 
enough  bn  each  side  to  defend ;  but  not  in 
sufficient  force  to  hazard  an  offensive  move¬ 
ment.  The  difference  of  attacking  and  beii^ 
attacked,  as  it  regards  the  contiguous  posts  of 
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Kingston  and  Sacket*s  llartx>r,  cannot  be  es« 
tiinated  at  less  than  three  or  lour  thousand 
men,  arising  from  tlie  circuinstance  of  militia 
acting  merely  on  tlie  defensive.  I  have  order¬ 
ed  General  Chandler  with  the  9th,  21st  and 
25th  regiments  to  march  for  this  place ;  Clark's ! 
regiment  and  a  company  of  artillery  to  be 
(eft  at  Burlington  fur  the  present,  where  the 
regiment  will  be  filled  in  a  few  weeks.  I 
have  ordered  the  recruits  for  the  three  regi¬ 
ments  that  will  march  for  this  place  to  be 
sent  toGreenbush,  and  Colonel  Lamed  is  or¬ 
dered  there  to  receive  them,  with  Backus’s 
dismounted  dragoons  and  other  detachments 
from  Pittsfield.” 

Eittract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Dear¬ 
born  to  the  secretary  at  war,  dated  Socket's 
Harbour,  March  16M,  1813. 

”  It  was  yesterday  unanimously  determined 
in  a  council  of  the  principal  officers,  inclu¬ 
ding  cx)mmodore  Chauncey,  that  we  ought  not, 
under  existing  circumstances,  to  make  an  at¬ 
tempt  on  Kingstoti,  before  the  naval  force  can 
acL  The  harl^nrs  in  this  lake  will  not  pro¬ 
bably  btj  open  so  as  to  admit  of  the  vessels 
being  moved  until  about  the  15th  of  April.’* 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Dear- 
born  to  the  secretary  at  war,  without  date; 
proposing  to  pass  by  Kingston,  and  attack 
York,  See, 

“To  take  or  destroy  the  armed  vessels  at 
York,  will  give  ns  the  complete  command  of 
t!)e  lake.  Commodore  Chauncey  can  take  with 
him  ten  or  twelve  hundred  troops,  to  be  com¬ 
manded  by  Pike.  Take  York,  from  thence 
roceed  to  Niagara,  and  attack  Fort  George 
y  lain!  and  water,  while  the  troops  at  Bufila- 
lo  cross  over  and  carry  Forts  Erie  and  Chippe¬ 
wa,  and  join  those  at  Fort  George,  and  then 
collect  our  >vhole  force  for  an  attack  on  Kings¬ 
ton.  After  the  most  mature  deltl)eration,  the 
above  was  considered,  by  Commo<lore  Chaun¬ 
cey  and  myself,  as  the  most  certain  of  ultimate 
success.” 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  secretary  at  war,  to 
Major  Gen.  Dearborn,  dated  IVar  Deparlnient, 
March  *29,  18LS. 

Your  despatches  of  the  11th  ami  Uth  instant 
from  Sachet’s  Harbour,  and  one  of  t!ie  22d,  from 
Albany,  have  been  receive*!.  The  correspond¬ 
ence  between  you  and  Major  Murray,  in  relation 
‘to  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  lias  been  referred  to 
tlie  department  of  state.  The  alteration  in  the 
plan  of  campaign,  so  as  to  make  Kingston  the 
last  object,  instead  of  making  it  the  first,  would 
appear  to  be  necessary,  or  at  hiast  proper ;  but 
the  force  assigned  to  the  attack  of  the  upper  posts, 
is  lielieved  to  be  too  small. 

Accident  may  prevent  a  co-operation  of  the 
corps  at  Butfalo;  that  sent  from  Sacket’s  Harbor 
should  have  in  itself  the  power  of  reducing  forts 
George  and  Erie,  and  holding  in  check  the  mili¬ 
tia  who  may  be  sent  to  support  them  ;  the  ships 
yan  give  little  aid  in  the  business,  except  merely 
in  covering  the  landing.  Double  the  number  you 
propose  sending,  would  not  be  too  many.  Vari- 
'His  considerations  recommend  the  employment 
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of  a  large  and  decisive  force,  and  none,  that  I  can 
think  of,  dissuade  fmin  it.  If  our  first  step  in 
the  carhjiuign,  and  in  the  quarter  from  which  inogl 
is  expected,  should  fail,  the  disgrace  of  o*ir  arms 
will  be  complete.  The  public  will  lose  all  con¬ 
fidence  in  us,  and  wc  shall  even  cease  to  have  any 
in  ourselves.  *The  party  w’ho  first  opens  a  cait^- 
paign  hasraany  advantages  over  hisaiitagouir>t;all 
of  which,  however,  are  the  result  of  his  being  able 
to  carry  his  whole  force  against  a  part  of  his  eue-^ 
my’s.  Washington  carried  his  whole  force  against 
the  Hessians  in  New-Jerseyt  and  beating,  them, 
recovered  that  moral  strength,  and  self-confidence, 
which  he  had  lost  by  many  preceeding  disasters. 
AV’e  are  now  in  that  state  of  prostration  that  he 
was  in  after  he  crossed  the  Delaware ;  but,  like 
him,  w'e  may  soon  get  on  our  legs  again,  if  we 
are  able  to  give  some  bard  blows  at  the  opening 
of  the  campaign. 

In  this  we  cannot  fail,  provided  the  force  w'e 
employ  against  his  western  post:i  l>e  sufficiently 
lieavy.  They  must  stand  or  fall  by  their  own 
strength.  They  are  perfectly  isolated  and  out 
of  the  reach  of  rcinfonremeiits :  send  therefore,  a 
force  that  will  overw  helm  them ;  that  ^all  leave 
nothing  to  chance.  If  I  had  not  another  motive, 
I  w  ould  carry  my  whole  strength,  merely  that 
their  first  service  should  lie  a  suctsessful  one.  The 
good  effects  of  this  will  be  felt  throughout  the 
campaign.  • 

I  have  hastened  to  give  you  these  thoughts, 
under  a  full  conv'iction  of  their  usefulness;  and 
shall  only  ad*l,  that  thei*e  is  no  draw'back  upon 
this  policy.  When  the  fleet  ainl  army,  are  gone, 
we  have,  nothing  at  Sacket’s  Harbour  t*)  guard, 
nor  will  the  place  present  an  object  to  the  enemy. 

How  then  would  it  i*ead,  that  w*e  h;id  lost  our 
object  on  the  Niagara,  while  w'e  had  another 
brigJide  at  Sacket’s  Harbour  doing  nothing?” 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  Gf  ixeral  Dearborn 

to  the  secretary  at  war,  dated  Albany,  Aprils, 

1U13. 

I  have  this  day  been  honoured  with  your  letter 
of  the  29th  ultima.  As  troopscannoi  with  safety 
he  transported  from  Jacket’s  Harbour  to  York,  or 
Niagara,  in  batteaux  or  Jiat  hottome^  boats,  I  must 
depend  on  Commodore  Cham2cey’>  armed  vessels, 
with  one  or  tw'o  other  sloops,  for  the  transiKirta- 
tioii  of  our  troops,  and  it  w’as  considered  doubtful 
whether  more  than  twelve  hundred  men  could  he 
so  conveyed,  which  number  I  considered  amply 
sufficient  for  the  two  first  objects  contemplated ; 
but  as  many  as  can  he  tran.sported  w  ith  safety 
shall  be  sent.  The  co-operation  of  the  troops,  un¬ 
der  General  Lewis,  may  be  relied  on,  Boyd  and 
Winder  are  with  him,  and  nothing  but  outrage-* 
ous  gales  of  wind  can  prevent  success. 

“  The  troo|>s  from  Marvlaud  and  Penns^lvaitia 
arrived  last  evening.  T^hcy,  with  the  other  de¬ 
tachments  at  Greenbush,  will  proce€!«I  towards 
Lake  Ontario,  within  two  or  three  days.  As 
soon  as  practicable,  after  sending  off  the  troops, 
I  shall  move  westward.” 

War  Deparimt}d,  April  19, 181S. 

Sir — Taking  for  granted  that  General  Prevost 
has  not  been  able,  or  willing,  to  rciiifoi-ce  Malden, 
Erie,  and  George,  and  that  he  has  assembled  at 
Kingston,  a  force  of  six  or  eight  thousand  men,  (as 
stated  by  you,)  we  must  conclude  that  he  means 
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to  hazard  his  more  wcttcni  posts,  shorten  his  line 
of  defence,  and  place  his  right  Hank  on  Lake  On-  i 
tario. 

This  arrangement  is,  no  doubt,  in  consequence 
of  our  preparations  at  racket’s  Harbour.  These 
gave  him  reason  to  fear  that  we  meant  to  cut  his 
line  of  communication  at  that  point,  which,  so  long 
as  he  has  a  hope  of  keeping  the  command  of  the 
lake,  is  one  of  infinite  importance  to  his  views. 

*  The  danger,  however,  now  is,  that  in  the  event 
of  the  success  of  our  present  expedition,  he  may 
lose  this  hope, abandon  Kingston,  and  concentrate 
hisforce  at  Montreal. 

This  event  is,  in  iny  opinion,  so  probable,  as  to 
render  iiecessary  a  communication  of  the  views  of 
the  president,  in  relation  to  the  movements  on 
your  pari,  (which  shall  be  subsequent  to  those 
now  making,)  on  two  suppositious : 

1st.  That  the  enemy  will  keep  his  ground  at 
Kingston ;  and 

2d.  That  he  w’ill  abandon  tli^t  ground,  and 
withdraw  for  Montreal. 

On  the  first  supposition,  there  is  no  diflSculty  in 
cither  selecting  our  object,  or  the  means  of  pursu¬ 
ing  it.  We  ought  to  destroy  the  communication 
betw^een  Kingston  and  Montreal,  by  inferj>oping 
a  competent  force  between  the  two,  and  assailing 
the  former  by  ti  joint  operatiou  of  military  and 
naval  means. 

Local  circumstances  favour  this  project.  A  few 
armed  boats  on  Lake  Francis,  stops  all  in¬ 
tercourse  by  water ;  in  which  case,  cannon,  mi¬ 
litary  stores,  and  articles  of  subsistence  in  buiky 
cannot  be  conveyed  betw'een  Montreal  and  Kings¬ 
ton. 

From  Lake  Ontario  to  Ogdensburg,  we  com¬ 
mand  the  navigation  of  the  St.  Law  rence,  by  our 
armed  vessels,  and'  under  their  protection  our 
ai*my  can  be  passed  over  and  established  on  the 
Canada  side,  at  the  point  deemed  most  proper  for 
attack.  ’  ‘  ’ 

*On  the  other  supposition,  that  the  British  gar¬ 
rison  is  withdrawn  from  Kingston  to  Montreal, 
the  old  question  of  approaching  him  by'  liake 
Champlain,  or  by  the  St.  Law^rence,  recurs,  and  | 
4nd  ought  now  to  be  settled,  so  that  there  should 
be  no  unnecessary  pause  in  our  operations  at  a  la¬ 
ter  and  more  mementotis  period  of  the  campaign. 

The  circumstances  in  favour  of  the  St.Lawreuce 
ixmte,  are  these : 

1st.  Our  force  is  now  upon  it. 

2d.  It  furnishes  a  conveyance  by  water  the 
whole  distance. 

The  enemy  is  not  fortified  on  the  St.  Law- 
pence  side,  and  has  on  it  no  strong  outposts,  which 
must  be  forced,  ip  order  to  secui-e  our  tlanks  and 
rear,  while  enga^d  iii  the  main  attack ;  and 

4th.  By  approaching  his fianky  (as  this  route  en¬ 
ables  you  to  do,)  instead  of  his  fronty  we  compel 
him  to  change  his  position;  in  which  case  be 
must  do  one  of  four  thirigs  .*  eithei*  he  must  occupy 
the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  give  up  the  south, 
or  he  must  occupy  the  'soptli  side,  and  give  yp  the 
north,  or  he  must  confine  himself  tolhe  island, 
and  give  up  both  sides ;  or  lastly,  he  mu.st  occupy 
both  sides,  and  ^n  this  case  expose  himself  to  be 
beaten  in  det^iil. 

None  of  these  advantages  are  to  be  found  in  ap¬ 
proaching  him  by  the  oilier  route.  'Our  troops 
are  not  upo;|  |t|  we  cannpt  p)ove  by  water;  his 


outposts  are  forlificd,  and  must  he  cariicd^by  a$r 
sHult;  Ills  front  is  the  only  assailable  point,  and 
that  is  covered  by  the  St.  Law'rence  ;  our  attack  ’ 
must  be  made  just  where  he  wishes  it  to  be  made ; 
or  Ins  arrangements  and  defences  are,  of  cour.«e, 
in  full  operation,  nor  i.s  he  compelled  to  disturb 
them  in  the  smallest  degree.  In  a  word,  we  must 
fight  him  on  his  previous  tlispositions  and  plans, 
and  not  on  any  of  our  oicn. 

J'hese  reasons  are  deemed  conclusive  for  pre¬ 
ferring  the  route  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  your 
measures,  (subsequent  to  your  present  expedition,) 
will,  therefore,  be  conformeil  to  this  view  of  the 
subject. 

1  1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obeilient  ser- 

I  vant,  JOHN  ARMSTROxNG. 

AJujor  General  Dearborn, 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mayor  General  Dear<~ 
born  to  the  Secretary  at  /far,  dated  SuckeVs 
IJurboury  April  2'iy  lbl3. 

“  The  troo[»s  embarked  yesterday.  Every 
vessel  is  crowded  with  as  many  troops  as  pos¬ 
sible  ;  the  total  mimber  IGOO,  of  the  best 
men.  If  the  sails  for  a  new  vessel  arrive 
within  a  day  or  two,  and  a  small  sloop  from 
Oswego,  which  ought  to  have  been  here  five 
days  since,  150  more  men  will  go  in  them. 
The  ice  did  not  move  out  until  the  19th ;  I 
arrived  on  the  20th.” 

Ilead-QnarterSy  Yorky  Upper  ^ 
CanadUy  April  29,  1813.  ^ 

Sir — After  a  detention  of  some  days,  by 
adverse  winds,  we  arrived  here  yesterday 
morning,  and  at  8  o'clock  commenced  landing 
our  troops  about  three  miles  westwaid  of  the 
town,  and  one  and  a  half  from  the  enemy's 
works.  The  wind  was  liigh  and  in  an  unfa¬ 
vourable  direction  for  our  boats,  which  prc> 
vented  the  troops  landing  at  a  clear  field  (the 
ancient  scite  of  tlie  French  town  Tarento.) 
The  unfavourable  wind  prevented  many  of 
the  armed  vessels  from  taking  such  positions 
as  would  as  effectually  cover  our  landing  as 
tliey  otherwise  would  have  done  ;  but  every 
thing  Uiat  could  be  done  was  effected.  ‘Our 
rifloinen  under  Major  Forsyth  first  landed,  un¬ 
der  a  heavy  fire  from  Indians  and  other  troops. 
Genera^  Sheaffe  commanded  in  person.  Uc 
had  collected  his  whole  force  in  the  woods 
near  where  the  '  wind  obliged  our  troops  to 
land,  consisting  of  about  7(X)  regulars  and  mili¬ 
tia,  and  100  Indians.  Major  Forsyth  was  sup¬ 
ported,  protinptly  as  possible,  witli  pther 
troops ;  but  the  contest  sharp  and  severe 
for  near  hajf  an  hour.  The  enemy  was  repul¬ 
sed  by  a  far,  less  number  than  their  own,  and 
i  as  soon  as  General  Pike  landed  with  7  or  8U0 
men,  and  the  remainder  of  the  troops  weivi 
poshing  for  the  shore,  the  enemy  retreated  to 
their  works;  and  as  soon  as  the*  whole  of  the 
troops  had  landed  and  formed  mi  the  clear 
ground  intended  for  the  first  landing,  they  9^d-- 
vanced  through  a  thick  'wood  to  th^  bpou 
ground  near  the  enemy's  works,  and  after  cari» 

I  rying  one  battery  by  assault,  were  moving  on 
in  coImioas  towards  the  mm  wprbj  wJken 
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the  head  of  the  eolumns  was  within  about  60 
rods  of  the  enemy,  a  tremendous  explosion  oc- 
i^'urred  from  a  large  magazine  prepared  for  the 
purpose,  w'hich  discharged  such  immense 
quantities  of  stone  as  to  produce  a  most  unfor¬ 
tunate  effect  on  our  troops,  1  have  not  yet 
heen  able  to  collect  the  returns  of  our  killed 
and  wounded,  but  our  loss  by  the  explosion 
must,  I  fear,  exceed  one  hundred ;  and  among 
them  I  have  to  lament  the  loss  ot  the  brave 
and  excellent  officer  Brigadier  General  Pike, 
who  received  such  a  contusion  from  a  large 
stone  as  to  terminate  his  valuable  life  within 
a  few  hours.  His  loss  will  be  severely  felt. 
Previous  to  the  explosion  the  enemy  had  re¬ 
tired  into  the  town,  excepting  a  party  of 
regular  troops,  which  did  not  retire  eaidy 
enough  to  avoid  the  shock  ;  it  is  said  that  op- 
w  ards  of  forty  of  them  were  destroyed.  Ge¬ 
neral  Sheaffe  moved  off* with  the  regular  troops 
and  left  liirectioiis  with  the  commanding  offi¬ 
cer  of  the  militia  to  make  the  best  terms  ho 
could.  Jn  the  mean  time,  all  further  resistance 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy  ceased,  and  tJie  out¬ 
lines  of  capitulation  w'ere  agreed  on.  As  soon 
as  I  was  informed  of  General  f*ike’s  being 
wounded,  1  went  on  shore.  I  had  been  indu- 
.ced  to  contide  the  immediate  command  of  the 
troops  in  action  to  General  Pike  fioin  a  con¬ 
viction  that  he  fully  ejrpected  it,  and  would 
be  much  mortified  at  beir^  deprived  of  the 
honour,  which  he  highly  appreciated.  Every 
movement  was  imder  my  view.  Our  troops 
heliaved  with  great  firmness  and  deserve  much 
applause,  especially  tho>c  who  were  first  en¬ 
gaged,  under  cjrcnrnstahces  Uiat  would  have 
tried  the  firmness  of  veterans.  Our  loss  in  the 
action  in  the  morning  and  in  carrying  the  fifst 
batter}%  w'as  qot  great,  probably  about  ffO kil¬ 
led  and  wounded ;  among  them  were  a  full  pro- 
|)ort ion  of  officers  ;  and  although  the  enemy 
had  a  decided  advantage  in  point  of  numbers 
und  position  at  the  coniineucement,  their  loss 
fvas  greater,  than  ours,  particularly  in  officers. 

It  was  with  the  grf‘atest  exertion  that  the 
small  vessels  of  the  fleet  could  work  into  the 
harbour  agaifist  a  gale  of  wiiul  directly  ahead  ; 
hut  as  soon  as  they  got  in  contact  with'  the 
batteries  a  tremendous  cannonade  commencetl 
from  24  and  32  |H)unders,  and  w  as  kept  up 
without  intermission  under  a  heavy  Are  from 
^wo  batteries  until  the  enemy’s  batteries  were 
carried  or  blown  np  by  the  explosion,  which 
undoubtedly  had  a  pow^erful  effect  on  the  ene¬ 
my.  I  am  under  the  greatest  obligations  to 
Commodore  Cliaimcey  1^  his  able  and 
tigable  exertions  in  every  possible  manner 
thatconld  give  facility  aiul  effect  to  the  expe¬ 
dition.  He  is  equally  estimable  for  (leliberate, 
sound  Judgment,  bravery  anJ  industry.  The 
government  could  not  have  mcule  a  more  fortu¬ 
nate  selection  for  the  im^iortant  trust  he  holds. 
Unfortunately,' the  eniemy’s  armed  ship  the 

Prince  Regent”  left  this  place  for  Kingston 
four  days  before  we  arrived.  A  large  ship  on 
ihe  stocks  and  nearly  planked  up,  with  ^  large* 
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store  of  naval  stores,  were  set  on  fere  by  the 
enemy  soon  after  the  explosion  of  the  maga¬ 
zine.  There  are  no  vessels  fit  for  use  in  the 
harbour.  A  considerable  quantity  of  military 
stores  and  provisions  remained.  VVe  shall  not 
possess  the  means  of  transporting  the  prison¬ 
ers  from  this  place,  and  must  of  course  leav^ 
them  on  parole.  I  hope  we  shall  so  far  com¬ 
plete  the  necessary  measures  at  this  place  in 
Uie  course  of  this  4ay  as  to  be  able  to  sail  to- 
moiTow  for  Niagara,  by  which  route  1  send 
this  by  a  small  vessel,  with  notice  to  Generai 
Lew  is  of  our  approach. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WURBORN. 

Hon.  John  Armstrongs  secretary  at  nar. 

Head  Quarter s^  Niagaras  May  3, 1813. 

Sir — I  arrived  at  this  place  last  evening 
with  Commodore  Ciiaimcey,  in  his  fast  sailing* 
schooner  the  l^dy  of  tlie  Lake;  we  left  the 
fleet,  with  the  troops  on  board  in  York  Road. 
The  wind  has  l>een  so  unfavourable  as  to  ren¬ 
der  it  impracticable  to  come  to  this  place  with 
any  prospect  of  effecting  a  landing. 

I  have  had  a  conference  witJi  Generals  Lew¬ 
is,  Boyd  and  Winder,  at  which  Coin.  Chauncey 
was  present.  I  did  iK)t  find  the  preparations 
at  this  place  as  complete  as  could  have  been 
expect^ ;  but  as  soon  as  the  wind  will  permit, 
we  shall  make  a  descent.  Com.  Chauncey  has 
returned  to  the  fleet,  and  will  sail  for  th'i^ 
place  as  soon  as  he  shall  judge  the  wind  fa-c 
vourable  for  crossing  and  landing  the  troops. 
In  the  mean  time  we  shall  lie  preparing  to  act 
ill  concert.  General  Boyd  will  take  command 
of  the  brigade  lately  commanded  by  General 
Pike.  We  find  the  w  eatlier  here  on  this  lake 
at  this  season  of  the  year,  such  as  to  render 
naval  operations  extremely  tedious  and  un¬ 
certain,  especially  when  we  have  to  debark 
troops  on  the  shore  of  the  lake,  where  there 
are  no  harbours.  Westerly  winds  arc  necesi* 
sary ;  we  have  none  but  easterly.  I  have  no 
doubt  of  ultimate  success  unless  harrassed  and 
dispersed  by  the  elemeiits. 

1  enclose  a  return  of  the  killed  and  woimdcdf 
You  will  observe  the  Ipss  was  veiy  small,  ex¬ 
cepting  that  pnicluced  by  the  explosion.  As 
nearly  as  I  Imye  been  able  to  ascertain,  the 
loss  of  the  cmeiny  amounted  to  from  90  to  100 
killed,  200  wounded,  and  upwards  of  300  pri¬ 
soners.  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the 
numbek*  of  Ihe  militia  put  on  their  parole;  I 
presuoQe  jt  could  not  be  less  than  There 
was  an  immense  depot  of  naval  and  piilitary 
stores.  York  was  the  principal  depot  for  Ni-» 
agara  and  Detroit;  and  notwithstanding  the 
immeiLse  amount  which  was  destri^ed  bv* 
thqm,  we  found  UMie  thfpi  we  could  bring  off 
General  Sheaffe’s  baggage  and  papers  fell  into 
my  bands.  These  papers  are  a  valuable  ac¬ 
quisition.  I  have  not  had  time  for  a  foil  ex¬ 
amination  of  them.  A  scalp  was  found  in  the 
executive  and  legislative  chamber,  suspended 
near  the  speaker’s  chair,  in  coinpany  with  the 
mace)  and  other  einl^lems  of*  i*oyaitr.  I 
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tend  sending  it  to  you,  with  a  correct  account 
of  tlie  facts  relative  to  the  place  and  situation 
in  which  it  was  found. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Hon,  John  Armstrongs  secretaiy  of  tmr. 

Head  Quart ers^  Niagara^  May  13, 1813. 

Sir — Commodore  Chauncey  with  the  fleet 
and  troops  arrived  here  on  the  evening  of  the 
8th,  inHi  in  the  course  of^tbe  night  the  troops 
were  debwked  in  a  very  sickly  and  depressed 
state.  A  large  proportion  of  the  men  were 
sickly  and  debiiiiated.  It  was  deemed  expe¬ 
dient  to  give  thim  time  to  recruit  their 
health  and  spirits,  and  in  the  mean  time  ibr 
the  fleet  to  return  to  Sacket’s  Harbour,  and 
take  on  board  1000  additional  troops ;  and  or¬ 
ders  were  despatched  to  Utica,  Home  and  Os¬ 
wego,  tp  have  the  ti’oops  at  those  plac^es  for¬ 
warded  here  in  boats  from  Oswego ;  Backus’s 
corps  of  light  dragoons,  about  400,  principally 
dismounted,  and  Sx)  of  the  11th  regiment  from 
Burlington  have  been  ordered  to  Sacket’s 
Harbour.  These,  with  300  volunteers,  and  a 
full  coinpany  of  artillery,  are  to  form  a  garri¬ 
son  at  that  place.  Additional  cannon  will  Ih3 
mounted.  General  Brown,  of  the  militia,  has 
been  requested  to  hold  3  or  400  men  of  the 
immediate  vicinity,  in  readiness  to  aid  the 
gairison.  ip  the  event  of  any  attac^k.  My  in¬ 
tention  is,  to  collect  the  main  body  of  the 
troops  at  this  place,  and  as  soon  as  Commodore 
Chaiincoy  returns,  and  the  forces  from  Oswego 
arrive,  to  commence  operations  in  as  spirited 
and  efiectual  manner  as  practicable.  This 
change  in  the  proposed  system  of  operations, 
has  been  rendered  necessary  by  a  long  series 
of  the  most  unfortunate  winds  and  weather 
that  could  have  occurred  at  tiiis  season,  and 
such  as  could  not  have  been  contemplated. 

Colonel  Scott  reached  this  yesterday  in  Ix^ts 
from  Oswego,  with  300  men.  He  was  seven 
days  wind  bound  in  diflerent  places,  and  nar¬ 
rowly  escaped  the  loss  of  his  boats  and  meq. 
1  had  expected  him  on  fhe  3d.  I  had  almost 
given  him  up  for  lost. 

General  Harrison  is  invested :  and  presiim- 
'  ing  on  the  uncertainty  of  events,.  I  shall  make 
calculation  of  a  reinforcement  to  the  enemy 
of  British  and  Indians  from  Detroit.  We  shall 
be  prepared  for  them;  and  I  shall  corisidcr  a 
concentration  of  their  force  rather  as  a  fortu¬ 
nate  circumstance  than  otherwise. 

I  observed  in  a  former  letter,  that  on  my 
arrival  here  on  the  evening  of  the  2d,  the  pre¬ 
parations  for  an  immediate  co-operation,  were 
not  as  complete  as  could  have  l^en  expected. 
General  Lewis  was  at  fourteen  miles  distance. 
Winder,  with  his  command,  was  at  Black 
Kpt'k..  The  boats  had  not  been  transported 
iron*  Sphlosser ;  not  one  pf  the  scows  completed ; 
^e  lieavy  guns  and  mortars  not  pkced  in  the 
batteries;  two  18  and  two  12-pdunders  not 


have  made  an  attack  on  tlie  4lb  or  2th,  if  tha 
fleet  had  arrived  with  the  troops  in  health,  ou 
the  3fl,  as  was  expected. 

I  have  Uie  honour  to  be,  sir,  most  respect¬ 
fully,  your  obedient  and  humble  servant. 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Hon,  John  Armstrongs  secretary  of  war, 

Head-QuarierSs  Fort  Georges  Upper  \ 
Canadas  May  27,  1813.  ^ 

Sir — The  light  troops  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Scott  and  ^Major  Foi’syth  lauded 
this  morning  at  nine  o’cloi'k.  Major  General 
Lewis’s  division,  with  Colonel  Porter’s  com-^ 
raaiid  of  light  artillery  supported  them.  Ge-^ 
neral  Boyd’s  brigade  landed  immediately  af¬ 
ter  the  light  troops,  and  Generals  Winder 
and  Chandler  followed  in  quick  succession,. 
The  landing  was  warmly  and  obstinately  dis¬ 
puted  by  the  British  forces  ;  but  tiie  coolness 
and  intrepidity  of  our  troops  soon  compelled 
them  to  give  ground  in  every  direction.  Ge¬ 
neral  Chandler  with  the  reserve  (composed  of 
his  brigade  and  Colonel  Macomb’s  artillery) 
covered  the  whole.  Commodore  Chauncey 
had  made  the  most  judicious  arrangements 
for  silencing  the  enemy’s  batteries  near  the 
point  of  landing.  The  army  is  under  the  great¬ 
est  obligation  to  that  able  naval  commander, 
for  his  indefatigable  exertion,  in  ro-opcration 
in  all  its  important  movements,  and  especially 
in  its  operations  this  day.  Our  batteries  suc-» 
ceeded  in  rendering  Fort  George  uu tenable ; 
and  w  hen  the  enemy  had  been  beaten  from 
his  position,  and  found  it  necessary  to  re-en¬ 
ter  it,  after  tiring  a  tew  guns,  and  setting  fire 
to  the  inagiizines,  which  soon  exploded,  moved 
otf  rapidly  by  diflerent  routes.  Our  light 
troops  pursued  them  several  miles.  The  troops 
having  been  under  arms  from  one  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  were  too  much  exhausted  tor  any 
furtlier  pursuit.  We  are  uow  in  possession  of 
Fort  George  and  its  immediate  dependencies ; 
to-morrow  w’e  shall  proceed  further  on.  The 
behaviour  of  our  troops,  both  ofticers  and  men, 
entitles  them  to  the  highest  praise ;  and  the 
difierence  in  our  loss  with  that  of  the  enemy, 
w’iien  we  yonsider  the  advantages  his  positions 
afliu^led  him,  is  astonishing.  We  had  17  killed 
and  45  wounded.  The  enemy  had  tK)  killed 
and  160  wounded  of  the  regular  troops.  We 
have  taken  100  prisoners,  exclusive  of  the 
wounded.  Colonel  Meyers  of  the  49th,  was 
wounded  and  taken  prisoner.  Of  ours  only 
one  commissioned  oflicer  was  killed,  Lieute^ 
nant  Hobart,  of  the  light  artillery.  Iuclpsc|d 
is  the  report  of  Major  General  Lewis. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  with  great  con-^ 
sideration  and  respect  your  mpst  obedient 
servant,  ^  H.  DEARBORN, 

T/ie  turn  John  Armstrongs  secretary  (f  war. 

On  the  Fields  o:ie  d* clocks  27th  Mays  1813. 

Dear  Sir — Fort  George  and  its  dependr 
encies  are  ours.  ‘  The  enemy  beaten  at  all 
points,  has  blown  up  his  magazines  and  re>y 


jn^oqpteq;  but  with  all  these  defects  we  shoqld 


jtireq.  It  is  impossible  at  this  moment  to  sa^ 


THE  EXAMINER. 


201 


any  thing  of  individual  gallantry.  There  was 
no  man  who  did  nut  }>erforin  his  duty  in  a 
niaimer  which  did  honour  to  himself  and  his 
country.  Scott  and  Forsyth’s  commands,  sup¬ 
ported  by  Boyd’s  and  Winder’s  brigades,  sus¬ 
tained  the  brunt  of  the  action.  Our  loss  is* 
trifling ;  perhaps  not  more  than  twenty  killed, 
and  twice  that  number  wounded.  The  enemy 
left  in  the  hospital  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
four,  and  1  sent  several  on  board  the  fleet.  We 
have  also  made  about  one  hundred  prisoners 
of  the  regular  ibrees. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obe- 
ilient  servant,  MORGAN  LEWIS. 

Major  General  Dearborn^ 

Commaiider  in  chUf  of  the  northern  army, 

Hecul-Quariers^  Fort  George^  May  29^  1813. 

vSiR — General  Lewis  was  ordered  to  march 
yesterday  morning  witli  C’liandlcr  and  Winder’s 
lirigades,  the  light  artillery,  dragoons,  light 
infantry  and  riflinnen,  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy 
by  the  way  of  Queenstown.  I  had  received 
satisfactory  information  that  the  enemy  had 
made  a  stand  on  the  mountain,  at  a  place 
called  the  Beaver  Dams,  where  he  had  a  de- 
|M>sit  of  provisions  and  stores,  and  that  he  had 
been  joined  by  300  regulars  from  Kingston, 
landed  from  vessels,  near  the  head  of  the  lake. 

1  hiul  ascertained  that  lie  was  calling  in  tlie 
militia,  and  presumed  that  he  would  contide 
in  the  strength  of  his  imsitioii  and  venture  an 
action,  by  which  an  oppcirtiinity  would  be  af¬ 
forded  to  cut  ott*  his  retreat. 

1  have  b<;en  disappointed.  Although  the 
troops  from  Fort  Eric  andChippawa  had  joined 
the  main  body  at  Beaver  Dams,  he  broke  up 
yesterday  precipitately*;  continued  his  route 
along  the  mountain,  and  will  reach  the  head  of 
the  lake  by  that  route.  liieutenant  Colonel 
J*reston  took  possession  of  Fort  Erie  and  its 
dependencies  last  evening.  The  fort  had  been 
abandoned  and  the  magazines  blowm  up.  I 
liave  ordered  General  Lewis  to  return  with-  j 
•out  delay  to  this  place,  and  if  the  winds  favour 
MS,  we  may  yet  cut  off  the  enemy’s  retreat  at 
York :  but  unfortunately  we  have  plenty  of 
rain  but  no  wind ;  it  may,  however,  change 
4’or  the  better  in  a  few  hours.  1  shall  aflbrd 
commodore  Chauncey  every  facility  in  my 
power  in  his  preparations  for  commanding 
Lake  Erie.  He  is  very  anxious  to  return  to 
Socket’s  Harbour ;  for  until  his  other  ship  is 
fitted,  it  is  not  certain  tliat  he  can  continue  in 
the  command  of  Lake  Ontario.  1  was  the  last 
evening  honoured  with  your  despatches  of  the 
15th  instaikt.  1  have  taken  measures  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  twenty-three  prisoners  who  are  to 
be  put  in  close  confinement. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  with  high  con¬ 
sideration  and  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  H.  DEARBORN. 

Hon,  John  Armstrong,  secretary  at  war, 

Fjctract  (f  a  letter  from  Major  General  Dear¬ 
born,  to  the  secretary  at  war,  dated  Newark, 
Upper  Canada,  June  4, 1813. 

Chaoj^Ier  ?md  Winder  are  in  pursuit  of| 


the  enemy  who  has  halted  about  fifty-five 
miles  from  here.  1  am  still  very  feeble,  and 
gain  strength  but  slowly.” 

HeadfQuarters,  Fort  George,  June  6, 1813. 

Sir — I  have  received  •  an  express  from  the 
head  of  the  lake  this  evening,  with  the  intel¬ 
ligence  that  our  troops  were  attai'ked  at  two 
o’clock  this  morning,  by  the  whole  Britial) 
force  and  some  Indians,  and  by  some  strange 
fatality,  though  our  loss  in  numiwus  was  small, 
and  the  enemy  was  completely  routed  and 
driven  from  the  field,  brigadier  generals  Chan¬ 
dler  and  Winder  were  taken  prisoners.  I'hey 
had  advanced  to  ascertain  the  situation  of  a 
company  of  artillery,  where  tlie  atiack  com¬ 
menced.  General  Chandler  had  his  horse  shot 
under  him  and  was  bruised  by  the  fall.  Ge¬ 
neral  Vincent,  their  c  oimiiaiulcr,  is  supposed 
to  have  been  killed.  Colonel  Clark  was  mor¬ 
tally  wounded  and  fell  into  our  hamls,  with 
sixty  prisoners  ot*  the  49th.  The  command 
devolved  on  Colonel  Burn,  who  has  retired  to 
the  Forty  Mile  Creek.  If  either  of  the  gene¬ 
ral  officers  had  remained  in  command,  the  ene¬ 
my  would  have  l)een  pursued  and  cut  up  :  or, 
if  Colonel  Burn  ha/l  been  an  olficer  of  infantry. 
The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed,  wounded  and 
prisoners,  must  exceed  two  hundred  and  fifty. 
The  enemy  sent  a  flag  next  morning,  with  a 
request  to  bury  their  dea<I.  Generals  Lewis 
and  Boyd  set  off  immediately  to  join  the  ad¬ 
vanced  army.  1  never  so  seveix?ly  felt  the 
want  of  health  as  at  present,  at  a  time  when 
my  services  might,  perhaps,  be  imist  useful. 
I  hope  General  Hampton  will  repair  here  as 
soon  as  possible. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honour  to  be?, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  HEAUBORN, 

Hon,  John  Armstrong,  secretanj  at  ivap, 

June  8, 1813. 

There  was  a  mistake  in  tlie  arrival  of  the 
express  mail.  Since  writing  the  above,  the 
enemy’s  fleet  has  passed,  consisting  of  two 
large  ships  and  four  heavy  schooners.  I  have 
consequently  deemed  it  prudent  to  concentrate 
the  forces  at  this  point,  II.  D. 

Head  Qmrters,  Fort.  George,  June  8, 1813. 

Sir — I  have  been  honoured  with  your  let¬ 
ters  of  the  26th  and  27th  nit.  and  a  duplicate 
of  one  of  the  19tli  of  April.  My  ill  state  of 
health  renders  it  extremely  painful  to  atteud 
to  tlie  current  duties;  aud  uuless  my  health 
improves  soon,  I  fear  1  shall  be  compelled  to 
retire  to  some  place,  where  my  mind  may  be 
more  at  ease,  for  a  short  time.  Colonel  Ma- 
comli  procc^eded  with  two  hundred  men,  with 
the  commodore,  to  Sacket’s  Harbour.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Colonel  Ripley  has  also  gone,  by  the 
way  of  Oswego  to  the  Harbour,  with  his  regi^ 
ineut,  where  he  will  be  joined  by  several  hun¬ 
dred  recruits.  He  took  charge  of  the  provi¬ 
sions  to  Oswego.  The  commodore  will  not 
probably  venture  out  until  his  new  ship  is  fit 
for  sea.  The  enemy  has  now  tlie  commaiMf^ 
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the  lake,  and  a?  long  as  that  Is  the  case,  any 
oflensive  operations  below  this  must  be  sus¬ 
pended.  I  had  intended  placing  a  sniall  gar¬ 
rison  at  Fort  Erie,  and  a  stronger  one  at  Fort 
Creorge ;  but  as  you  have  directed  otherwise, 
I  shall  select  Fort  George  as  guarding  the  only 
harbour  on  the  southern  shore  ol*  the  lake. 
l}etix)it  will  be  the  safest  harbour  on  Lake 
Erie.  I  Lave,  by  the  request  of  Commodore 
Chaunccy,  devacned  two  hundred  jiien  to  aid 
Captain  ferry  in  removing  his  armed  vessels 
from  Black  Lock  to  Presque  Isle.  Commodore 
Chauncey  is  unwiiling  to  approach  Malden, 
unless  he  can  have  a  reinforcement  to  General 
Hai’rison,  of  our  regulars.  As  my  command 
does  not  extend  to  iVlalden,  I  ask  your  direc¬ 
tions  on  this  subject.  The  commodore  is 
anxious  that  his  fleet  on  Lake  Eric  sliould  pro¬ 
ceed  with  troops  to  Michiiimaciuac  and  St. 
Joseph,  as  soon  as  the  business  is  decided  at 
Detroit.  On  taking  possession  of  this  places, 
the  inhabitants  came  in,  in  numbers,  and  gave 
their  paroles.  I  have  promised  them  protec¬ 
tion.  A  large  majority  are  friendly  to  the 
United  States,  and  fixed  in  their  hatred 
•against  the  government  of  Great  Britain.  If 
they  should  generally  be  made  prisonci's  ol* 
war,  and  taken  from  their  families,  it  would 
have  a  most  unfavourable  effect  on  our  milita¬ 
ry  operations  in  the  provinces.  The  whole ! 
country  would  be  driven  to  a  state  of  despera¬ 
tion,  and  satisfy  them,  l>cyond  a’  doubt,  that 
ive  had  no  intention  of  holding  the  provinces. 
The  .same  ettect  would  be  produced  on  the 
Indians,  who  are  ix)w  principally  quiet,  for 
fear  oi*  losing  their  vaJiiable  tract  of  land  on 
Grand  Liver.  I  had  authorized  the  civil  ma¬ 
gistrates  to  continue  in  the  thie  exercise  of 
their  functions,  and’  cannot,  with  propriety, 
revoke  this  authority,  unless  specially  direct¬ 
ed. 

The  whole  of  our  troops,  officers  and  men, 
in  the  action  of  the  27 Ih,  discovered  a  degree 
of  ardour  and  reatliness  lor  action,  which 
evinced  a  determination  to  do  honor  to  them- 
seives  and  country.  The  animating  example 
set  by  Colonel  Scott  and  General  Boyd,  in 
landing  and  repulsing  the  enemy,  deserves 
particular  mention.  I  am  greatly  indebted 
to  Colonel  Porter,  Major  Armistead  and  Cap¬ 
tain  'fotten,  for  their  judicious  arrangements 
and  skilful  execution  in  demolishing  the  ene¬ 
my’s  fort  and  batteries,  and  to  Uie  officers  of 
the  artillery  generally  who  had  the  direction 
of  tlie  guns. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
your  most  obedient  seryant, 

H,  DEARBORN. 

Hon.  John  Armstrongs  secretary  at  rear. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Morgan 

LeiviSt  to  the  secretary  at  war,  dated  JMagara, 

June  14,  1813. 

“You  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  copy  of 
orders,  marked  1,  that  General  Dearborn  from 
indisposition,  has  resigned  the  command,  not 
only  of  the  Nis^ara  army,  but  of  the  district. 

1  have  doubts  whether  he  will  ever  again  be 


:  fit  Ibr  service.  He  has  been  repeatedly  in  a 
state  of  convalescence  ;  but  relapses  on  the 
least  agitation  of  mind. 

“In  my  last  I  mentioned  the  unfortunate 
circumstance  of  the  capture  of  our  two  bri¬ 
gadiers,  Chandler  and  Mender.  The  particu¬ 
lars  are  detailed  in  the  report  of  Col.  Burns, 
marked  2,  which  he  gives  from  the  best  in¬ 
formation  he  could  collect.  His  corps  lay  a 
considerable  distance  from  the  scene  of  active 
operation,  as  you*will  perceive  by  the  enclo¬ 
sed  diagram.  The  light  corps  spoken  of,  were 
Captain  Hindman’s,  Nicholas's  and  Biddle’s 
cofiipanies  of  the  2d  artillery,  serving  as  infant- 
try.  ’Phese  three  gentlemen,  and  Captains 
Archer  and  Towson  of  the  same  regiment, 
and  Leonard  of  the  light  artillery,  are  soldiers 
that  would  honour  any  service.  Tlieirgallanti  v, 
and  that  of  their  companies,  w’ere  equally 
conspicuous  on  tills  occasion,  as  in  the  affair 
of  the  27  th  ult.  A  view  of  General  Chandler’s 
encampment  will  be  sufficient  to  show,  that 
his  disaster  was  owing  to  its  arrangement ;  its 
cc‘ntre  being  its  weakest  point,  and  that  be¬ 
ing  discovered  by  the  enemy  in  the  evening, 
reeeiveil  the  combined  attack  of  his  whole 
force,  and  his  line  >vas  completely  cut.  It  is 
said,  though  I  cannot  vouch  for  its  truth,  that 
General  Winder  saw  this,  and  remonstratc^d 
against  it.  The  gallantry  of  the  5th,  25tb 
and  part  of  the  23d  and  light  troops,  saved 
the  army ;  of  the  5th,  it  is  said,  that  when 
the  day  broke,  not  a  man  was  missing ;  and 
that  a  part  of  the  2:kJ,  under  Major  Arm¬ 
strong  was  found  sustaining  its  left  flank. 
I'heir  fire  was  irresistible  and  the  enemy  was 
compelled  to  give  way.  Could  he  have  been 
pressed  the  next  mornings  his  destruction  ivas 
incvUahle.  He  was  dispersed  in  every  direc¬ 
tion,  and  even  his  commanding  general  was 
missing  without  his  hat  or  horse.  I  under¬ 
stand  he  was  found  the  next  evening  almost 
I  famished,  at  a  distance  of  four  miles  Iroin  the 
scene  of  action. 

i  “  Lieutenant  M‘Cliesney’s  gallantry  reco¬ 
vered  a  piece  of  artillery  and  prevented  the 
capture  of  others.  He  merits  promotion  for 
it. 

^  “  On  the  evening  of  the  6th  of  June,  I  recei¬ 

ved  the  order,  No.  4,  and  joined  the  army 
five  in  the  afternoon  of  the  27tli.  I  tbund  it| 
at  the  Forty  Mile  Creek,  ten  miles  in  tlie 
rear  of  the  ground  on  which  it  had  been  at¬ 
tacked,  encampetl  on  a  plain,  of  about  a  mile 
in  width,  with  its  right  flank  on  the  lake,  and 
its  left  on  the  creek,  which  skirts  tlie  base  of 
a  perpendicular  mountain  of  considiTable 
height.  On  iny  route,  I  received  No.  5  and 
6,  enclosed. 

At  6  in  the  evening,  the  hostile  fleet  hove^ 
in  sight,  though  its  character  could  not  be, 
ascertained  with  preciision.  We  lay  on  our 
anus  all  night.  At  dawn  of  <lay  struck  puf 
tents,  and  descried  the  hostile  squadron  abreas^ 
of  us  about  a  mile  from  the  sliore.  Our 
boats,  which  transported  the  principal  part  of 
opr  and  camp  ec^uipage,  lay  on  tl^o 
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beach ;  it  was  a  dead  calm ;  and  about  six, 
the  enemy  toweil  in  a  large  schooner,  which 
opened  her  fire  on  our  boats.  As  soon  as  she 
stood  for  the  shore,  her  object  being  evident, 

1  ordered  down  Arclier’s  and  Towson’s  com¬ 
panies  with  four  pieces  of  artillery,  to  resist 
her  attempts.  1  at  the  same  time  sent  Cap¬ 
tain  Totten,  of  the  engineers,  (a  most  valua¬ 
ble  officer,)  to  construct  a  temporary  furnace 
for  heating  sliot,  which  was  prepared  and  in 
operation  in  less  than  30  minutes.  Her  fire 
w'as  returned  with  vivacity  and  effect,  (excel¬ 
led  by  no  artillery  in  the  universe,)  which 
soon  compelled  her  to  retire.  A  partjs  of 
ravages  now  made  their  appearance  on  the 
brow’  of  the  mountain  (w  hich  beiiig  perfectly 
bald,  exhibiteef  them  to  view  )  and  commenced 
a  fire  on  our  camp.  I  ordered  Colonel  Chrys- 
tie  to  dislodge  them,  who  entered  on  the  ser¬ 
vice  with  alacrity,  but  found  himself  antici¬ 
pated  by  Lieutenant  Eldridge,  the  ailjutant  of 
the  regiment,  who,  with  a  promptness  and 
gallantry  highly  honourable  to  that  young  offi¬ 
cer,  had  aln*ttdy  gained  the  summit  of  the 
mountain,  with  a  party  of  volunteers,  and 
routed  the  barbarian  allies  of  the  defender 
of  the  Christian  faith.  This  young  man  me¬ 
rits  the  notice  of  government. 

These  little  aflkirs  cost  us  not  a  man.  Sir 
James  L.  Yeo  being  disapiK)inted  of  a  tragedy, 
next  determined,  in  the  true  dramatic  style, 
to  amuse  us  with  a  farce.  An  officer  with  a 
flag  was  sent  to  me  from  his  ship,  advising  me, 
that  as  I  was  invested  with  savages  in  mv 
rear,  a  fleet  in  iiiy  front,  aiid  a  powerful  army 
on  my  flank,  he,  and  the  otticers  commanding 
his  Britannic  majesty’s  land  forces,  thought  it 
their  duty  to  demand  a  sur»'-endcr  of  my  army. 
I  answered  that  the  message  was  too  ridicu¬ 
lous  to  merit  a  reply. 

No.  7  was  delivered  to  me  about  six  this 
morning ;  between  seven  and  eight  o’clock  the 
four  wagons  we  had,  being  loaded  first  with 
the  sick  and  next  with  the  ammunition,  &c. 
•the  residue  of  camp  equipage  and  baggage 
was  put  in  the  boats,  and  a  detachment  of 
200  men  of  the  6th  regiment  detailed  to 
proceed  in  them.  Orders  were  prepared  to 
be  given  them  to  defend  the  txmts,  and,  if 
assailed  by  any  of  the  enemy’s  small  vessels, 
to  carry  them  by  boarding.  By  some  irregu¬ 
larity,  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  disco¬ 
ver,  the  boats  put  off  without  the  detachments, 
induced  probably  by  the  stillness  of  the  morn¬ 
ing.  When  they  had  progressed  about  three 
miles  a  breeze  spning  up,  and  an  armed 
schooner  overhalcd  tliem  ;  those  who  were 
enterprising  kept  on  and  escaped,  others  ran 
to  the  shore  and  deserted  their  boats  ;  we 
lost  twelve  of  the  number,  principally  con¬ 
taining  the  baggage  of  the  officers  and  men. 

At  ten  1  put  the  army  in  inotion  on  our  re¬ 
turn  to  this  place.  The  savages  and  incorpo¬ 
rated  militia  hung  on  our  flanks  and  rear 
throughout  the  march,  and  picked  up  a  few 
ftragglers,  ph  our  retiring  the  British  army 


advanced  and  now  occupies  ^he  ground  we 
left. 

[Papers  referred  to  hy  General  Lewis.] 

Head  Quarters,  Niagara,  June  6,  1813. 
Dear  General — You  will  please  to  pro¬ 
ceed,  with  as  little  delay  as  may  be,  and  tak^ 
command  of  the  advanced  army.  Brigadier 
Generals  Boyd  and  Sw'artwout,  and  Colonel 
Scott,  will  accompany  you.  I  have  ordered  an 
adcKtional  escort  of  light  artillery  to  be  cqTiip- 
ped  as  cavalry  to  attend  you.  You  will  attack 
the  enemy  as  soon  as  practicable;  your  force 
I  w  ill  insure  success;  every  possible  effort  should 
be  made  to  prevent  the  enemy’s  escape. 

May  success  and  glory  attend  you.  YourSv 
with  esteem.  II,  DEAllBORN. 

Major  General  Lenis, 

Niagara,  June  6,  1813. 
Dear  General— A  ship  having  appean^ 
this  morning  steering  towards  the  head  of  tlte 
lake,  which  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  enemy’s 
ships;  and  as  others  are  appearing,  you  will 
please  to  return  with  the  troops  to  this  place 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Yours  witli  esteem. 

II.  DEARBORN. 

Major  General  Lewis. 

Dear  General — 1  am  induced  to  suspeet 
that  the  enemy’s  fleet  have  an  intention  on 
this  place.  Two  small  schooners  have  beqn 
examining  the  shore  very  minutely  for  three 
or  four  liours  this  afternoon.  They  have  gone 
on  tow’ards  the  head  of  the  Lake,  and  their 
ships  appear  to  have  taken  the  same  course  ; 
they  m.^y  take  on  l)oard  additional  troops  near 
the  heacl  of  the  lake,  and  be  here  before  you 
reach  this  place.  V'oii  will  please  to  send 
Milton’s  detachment,  and  of  Chandler’s 
brigade,  and  Colonel  Bum’s  light  dragoons  with 
all  possible  despatch;  they  ought,  if  possible, 
to  be  here  some  time  to-niorrow’  forenoon. 
You  will  follow  with  the  remainder  of  the 
troops  as  soon  as  practicable.  It  will  be  ne¬ 
cessary  so  take  care  tliat  your  boats  are  not 
taken  or  lost.  General  Swartwout  an<l  Colonel 
Scott  should  return  as  soon  as  they  can.- 
Yours  with  esteem. 

H.  DtkiRBORN. 

Major  General  Lewis. 

*  ORDERS, 

Adjutant  General" s  Office,  Head  Quarters, ) 
Fort  George,  June  10, 1813.  ^ 

By  reason  of  the  temporary  indisposition  of 
Major  General  Dearborn,  the  command  of  the 
troops  on  this  frontier,  and  of  the  9th  iiiilitai'y 
department  of  the  United  States,  devolves  on 
Major  General  Lewis.  All  persons  concerned 
arc  notified  accordingly. 

By  CQtqmand.  W.  SCOTT,  ad.  gen. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  James  Burn, 
of  the  second  light  dragoons,  to  Major  General 
Dearlwm.  * 

“  In  the  afternoon  of  the  5th,  our  advanced 
guard,  cons^tingof  light  ipfantry,  under  the 
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command  of  Captains  Hindman,  Biddle  and 
Nicholas,  a  part  of  the  rifle  corps  under  Cap¬ 
tain  Lytle,  and  a  detachment  of  the  2d  dra¬ 
goons  ’inder  Captain  Selden.  commenced  a 
sharp  skirmish  with  the  advance  of  the  eaeiHy, 
^aiJ  to  be  a  detachment  of  the  49th  regiment, 
whidi  soon  retreated,  covered  by  a  thick  wood; 
having,  iiowever,  several  wounded  on  both 
sides,  and  one  dragoon  horse  killed.  In  the 
evening  our  advance  returned  Iwihind  Stony 
Cn-ck,  where  the  army  took  a  position  for  the 
nigiit.  The  light  iiifanlr}',  and  part  of  the 
rifle  corps  on  the  right  of  the  25th  regiment, 
foriiicd  the  right  wing.  The  artillery,  under 
Captains  Towson  and  L.  Leonard,  the  centre. 
Ti  e  5th,  10th,  23d,  and  some  riflemen,  the  left 
♦viiv’;,  and  the  cavalry  in  the  rear.  A  strong 
picket  guard  was  posted  sonic  distruice  in 
front,  also  strong  flank  and  rearguards,  lu  such 
planner  as  to  surround  the  whole  encampment 
witij  ccntinels;  the  troops  lay  under  arms 
uiMiout  any  covering.  Our  numbers  in  the 
fii  Id  did  not  exceed  one  thousand.  Three 
hundred  eflbctives  of  the  13th  and  14th  regi- 
int.nts  have  encamped  on  the  borders  of  the 
lake,  about  three  miles  distant,  tor  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  boats.  The  enemy  forced  our 
picket,  and  attacked  us  about  two  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  (which  was  very  dark)  with  their 
army  and  Indians,  expecting,  no  doubt,  to 
throw  us  into  confusion.  Their  views  were, 
in  this  instance,  however,  completely  frustra¬ 
ted;  aiKl  when  tlie  day  dawned,  none  were  to 
be  seen  but  their  killed  and  wounded,  who  co¬ 
vered  the  field  of  battle.  The  attack  began 
on  our  right,  and  was  gallantly  rcpelk'd  by  the 
lire  of  the  light  troops  and  25th  regiment, 
commanded  by  Major  Smith.  In  a  IVw  mi¬ 
nutes  the  action  became  general  along  the 
whole  line,  and  was  nobly  returned  by  the 
artillery  of  the  centre,  commanded  by  Cap¬ 
tains  Towson  and  L.  Leonard,  and  again  % 
the  left  wing,  viz.  the  5th  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Milton,  the  23d  commanded  by  Major 
Armstrong,  and  the  16th.  The  fire  continued 
with  little  intermission  for  one  hour,  during 
which  time  the  enemy  attempted,  by  frequent 
charges,  to  break  our  line,  but  without  eflect, 
being  obliged  to  give  way  by  the  well  directed 
fire  of  our  brave  troops. 

The  13th  and  14th  regiments,  (which  had 
been  detached  the  preceding  evening,)  were 
active  in  making  prisoners,  and  advanced  witli 
much  ardour  to  the  field  in  hopes  of  sharing 
with  the  gallant  5th  and  25th,  23d  and  light 
troops,  the  glory  of  another  combat.  But  the 
unfortunate  capture  of  Brigadier  Generals 
Chandler  and  Winder,  who  were  taken  in  the 
action,  unknown  to  any  part  of  the  army,  and 
hurried  into  the  enemy’s  lines,  prevented  the 
future  operations  from  being  carried  into  ef- 
‘  feet,  with  the  promptitude  which  would  as¬ 
suredly  have  taken  place,  had  either  of  those 
officers  been  present  to  command. 

You  will  be  surprised  to  find  our  loss  so 
‘that  of  the  enemy  exceeds  ours  much  j 


they  lost  in  killed  about  60,  many  wounded, 
and  upwards  of  70  prisoners,  all  regulars,  and 
principally  of  the  49th  regiment.  Several  of. 
ti>eir  oflicors  w^ere  killed,  w'ounded  and  mis¬ 
sing.  A  flag  was  sent  by  Col.  Hervey,  asking 
permission  to  make  inquiries  for  them  ;  also  to 
be  allowed  to  send  a  surgeon  to  attend  their 
own  wounded,  which  I  readily  granted.  On 
the  return  of  day  light  I  found  the  command 
of  the  army  had  devolvc*d  on  me,  and  being  at 
a  loss  what  steps  to  pursue  in  the  unpleasant, 
dilejnma,  occasioned  by  the  capture  of  our 
genei-als  ;  finding  the  ammunition  of  many  of 
th^  troops  nearly  expended,  I  had  recourse  to 
a  council  of  the  field  officers  present,  of  whom 
a  majority  coincided  in  opinion  with  me  that 
we  ougiit  to  retire  to  our  former  position  at  tJie 
Forty  Mile  Creek,  where  we  could  be  supplicMl 
with  ammunition  and  pr4)visions,  and  either 
advcUicc  or  remain  until  iiirther  orders. 

Eveiy  aid  was  afforded  by  tlie  staff.  The 
assistant  adjutant  general.  Major  Johnson  and 
brigade  majors  Jones  and  Wartoiiby  exerted 
themselves  in  rendering  all  the  assistance  in 
tJieir  power. 

The  army  On  this  occasion  has  proved  its 
firmness  and  bravery,  by  keeping  its  position 
ill  a  night  attack,  in  w'hich  the  yells  of  the 
Indians  mingled  with  the  roaring  of  the  cannon 
and  musketry  were  calculated  to  intimidate. 

I  The  enemy  charged  repeatedly,  and  so  dark 
was  the  night  that  our  army  could  not  distin¬ 
guish  friend  from  foe ;  in  one  of  those  they 
succeeded  in  carrying  off  a  6  pounder,  a  how¬ 
itzer  and  a  caisson,  to  the  great  mortification 
of  our  brave  artillery.  I  presume  it  was  on 
that  occasion  also  that  we  lost  oiir  generals, 
who  were  distinctly  heard  encouraging  our 
men  to  fight.  The  squadron  of  dragotias  re¬ 
mained  formed  and  steady  at  their  post,  but 
could  not  act  on  account  of  the  darkness  of 
the  night,  and  the  thickness  of  the  adjacent 
woods.  iMuch  credit  is  due  to  the  troops  ge¬ 
nerally,  but  too  much  praise  cannot  be  said  of 
the  conduct  of  the  5th  and  25th  regiments.” 

Montreal,  June  18,  1813. 

Sir — I  deem  it  my  duty  to  improve  the 
earliest  opportunity  possible,  to  give  you  a 
more  detailed  account  of  the  affair  of  the  6tti 
instant,  near  Stony  Creek,  tlian  1  have  before 
had  it  in  my  power  to  do. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifth,  I  arrived  at 
Forty  3Iile  Creek. — The  detachment  under 
General  Winder  w’as  then  under  marching  or¬ 
ders  for  Stony  Creek.  After  a  short  halt  the 
whole  marched  for  that  place,  ami  arrived 
there  between  five  and  six  o’clock  P.  M.  at 
which  place  a  small  picket  of  the  enemy  was 
posted,  but  retired  on  our  approach.  The  ad¬ 
vanced  guard,  pursued  and  soon  fell  in  with  a 
picket  of  about  lOOstrong,  underCol.  Williams. 
A  skirmish  ensued.,  I  hastened  the  main  bo¬ 
dy,  Williams  retreated,  and  our  advance  pur¬ 
sued.  The  pursuit  was  cemtinued  rather  lon¬ 
ger  than  1  could  have  wished,  but  retunied  to 
their  own  proper  position  in  the  11^6  of  inarch. 


THE  EXAMINER. 


T 


V 

not"  far  from  suuset.  1  had  ordered  the  13th 
and  14Ui,  who  were  in  the  rear,  to  take  a  po¬ 
sition  for  the  night  near  the  mouth  of-  the 
creek,  to  cover  the  boats,  (should  they  arrive,) 
which  would  be  on  the  route  which  I  intended 
to  pursue  tlie  next  morning,  and  a  favourable 
position  presenting  itself,  I  encamp^  with  the 
residue  of  the  troops,  except  Captain  Archer's 
company  of  artillery,  which  accompanied  the 
13th  and  14th  on  the  spot  wliere  we  had  halt¬ 
ed,  with  an  advaixced  picket  from  half  to  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  in  front,  with  express  or¬ 
ders  for  them  to  keep  out  constantly  a  patrole. 

A  right  and  loft  flank  guard  and  a  rear  guard 
were  also  posted.  I  gave  positive  orders  for 
the  troops  to  lay  on  their  arms.  Contrary  to 
my  orders  fires  were  kindled  ;  but  there  are 
doubts  whether  this  operated  for  or  against 
us,  as  the  fires  of  the  25tli,  which  were  in 
front,  and  by  my  orders  had  been  abandoned, 
enabled  us  to  see  a  small  part  of  the  enemy , 
while  the  fires  on  our  left  enabled  the  enemy 
to  see  our  line.  On  the  whole,  1  think  it  ope¬ 
rated  against  us.  1  did  expect  the  enemy 
would  attack  us  that  night,  if  he  intendeu  to 
fight ;  but  perhaps  this  was  not  expected  by 
ail.  1  had  my  horse  coniine<l  near  hh^  and 
directed  that  tlie  harness  should  not  be  taken 
from  the  artillery  horses.  1  directed  where 
and  how  Uie  line  should  be  formed,  in  case  of 
attack. 

About  an  hour  before  daylight,  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  tlie  6tli,  the  alarm  was  given.  1  was 
instanly  up,  and  the  25th,  which  lay  near  me, 
was  instantly  formed,  as  well  as  the  5th  and 
23d,  which  was  on  the  lell,  under  the  imme¬ 
diate  eye  of  Genei-al  Winder.  Owing  to  the 
neglect  of  the  front  picket,  or  some  other 
cause,  tlie  British  officers  say,  that  they  were 
not  hailed,  or  an  alarm  given,  until  they  were 
within  three  hundred  yards  of  our  line.  The 
extreme  darkness  prevented  us  from  seeing 
or  knowing  at  what  point  they  intended  to  at¬ 
tack  us,  until  an  atta<;k  was  made  on  our  right. 
A  w’ell  directed  fire  was  opened  upon  them 
from  ‘the  25th  and  from  nearly  the  wdiole 
line.  After  a  few  minutes  I  heard  several 
muskets  in  our  rear,  in  the  direction  of  the 
rear  guard,  and  then  expected  that  the  enemy 
had  gained  our  rear  by  some  path  unknown  to 
me,  and  were  about  to  attack  in  rear.  I  in¬ 
stantly  ordered  Colonel  Milton,  with  the  5tli, 
to  form  in  our  reai*  near  the  ^00418,  to  meet 
such  circumstances  as  might  take  place, 
knowing  that  I  could  call  him  to  any  other 
point,  if  necessary,  at  any  moment.  1  liat 
observed,  that  the  artillery  was  not  covered, 
and  directed  General  Winder  to  cause  the 
23d  to'  be  formed  so  far  to  tlie  right,  that 
their  right  should  cover  the  artillery.  At 
this  moment  I  heard  a  new  burst  of  fire  from 
the  enemy  ’s  letl  on  our  right,  and  not  able  to 
see  any  thing  which  took  place,  1  set  out  full 
speed  towards  the  right,  to  take  measures  to 
l^revent  my  right  fl^k  from  being  turned, 
which  I  expect^  was  the  object  ot*  the  eoe- 


205 

my.  I  had  proceeded  but  a  lew  yards,  before 
my  liorse  fell  under  me,  by  which  fall  I  recei¬ 
ved  a  serious  injury.  Here  was  a  time  when 
I  have  no  recollection  of  what  passed,  but  I 
presume  it  was  not  long.  As  soon  as  1  recover¬ 
ed,  I  recollected  what  my  object  was,  and 
made  my  way  to  tiie  right,  and  gave  Major 
Smith  such  directions  as  1  thought  proper,  to 
prevent  his  right  from  being  turned  by  sur¬ 
prise.  1  was  then  returning  towards  the  cen 
tre,  and  when  near  tlie  artillery,  heard  men, 
who  by  the  noise  ap[>eared  to  be  in  confusion, 
it  being  the  point  at  which  I  expected  the 
23d  to  be  formed,  I  expected  it  was  tlrat  regi¬ 
ment.  1  approached  them,  and  as  soon  as  I 
was  near  enough  I  saw  a  body  of  men,  who  I 
Ihougiit  to  bo  the  2341,  in  rear  of  the  arti!l»*ry. 

1  hobbled  in  amongst  them,  and  directed 
them  to  form  ;  but  I ‘soon  found  my  mistake ; 
it  was  tiie  British  49th,  wlio  had  pushed  for¬ 
ward  to  tiie  head  of  their  column  and  gained 
the  rear  of  Uic  artillery.  1  was  imaiCfliately 
disarmed  and  conveyed  down  the  column  to 
IkS  rear. 

It  was  not  yet  day,  and  the  extreme  dark¬ 
ness  of  the  niglit,  to  which  w'^as  added  the  smoke 
of  the  hre,  put  it  totally  out  of  our  power  to 
see  the  situatiou  of  the  enemy.  This  was  ail 
tliat  saved  their  columns  from  sure  and  total 
destniction,  of  which  some  of  their  officers 
are  aware.  After  seeing  tlie  situation  of  the 
column  as  I  passed,  1  did  hope  and  expect 
that  tjcneral  Winder,  on  the  first  dawn  of  light, 
would  see  their  situation,  and  bring  Colonel 
Milton  of  the  5tb,  (w^ho  1  had  still  kept  in 
reserve  until  I  could  have  daylight  to  discern^ 
their  situation)  to  attack  this  C4)luraii,  which  I 
am  sure,  he  would  have  done  to  advantage ; 
but,  to  my  mortiucation,  1  soon  learned  tbat 
he  liad  fallen  into  the  same  mistake  with  my¬ 
self;  and  by  endeavouring  to  learn  what  was 
taking  place  in  the  centre,  he  was  also  taken, 
as  w  ell  as  Maj.  Van  l>e  Venter.  To  the  extreme 
darkness  of  the  night,  the  enemy’s  knowledge 
of  his  intended  point  of  attack,  and  our  not 
knowing  at  what  point  to  expect  him,  must  be 
attributed  his  partial  success,  and  not  to  a 
w'ant  of  strength  or  bravery  in  our  troops,  who 
generally  liehaved  remarkably  well  under  all 
the  circumstances;  and  however  unfortunate 
the  event,  as  it  relates  to  myself,  I  only  ask  that 
all  the,  circumstances  may  be  taken  into  con- 
sideraticvi.  in  making  up  your  opinion  upon 
the  conduct  of  General  Winder  and  myself  in 
this  affair,  w  hich  1  am  sure  you  will  do,  and  I 
•ffatter  myself  you  will  see  no  causeof  cenuire. 

1  regret  that  my  dccrepid  situation,  and  tho 
rapidity  with  which  we  were  brought  to  this 
place,  has  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  give  you 
a  detailed  account  of  tlie  affair  earlier.  1  am 
now  able  to  walk  some  with  the  aid  ol’  a  cane, 
and  hope  i  shall  continue  to  recover. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sbc. 

JOHN  CHAiVDLER, 
Brigadier  General. 

Major  General  Dearborn, 


I 


206 


THE  examiner: 


Head  QuarierSi  Fori  George^  June  12. 

Sir — As  the  General  is  unable  to  write,  I 
am  directed  by  him  to  inform  you,  that  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  debility  and  fever  he  has  been 
afflicted  with,  he  has  within  the  last  twenty- 
four  hours  experienced  a  violent  spasmodic  at¬ 
tack  on  his  breast,  which  has  obliged  him  to 
relinquish  business  altogether,  and  the  com¬ 
mand  given  over  to  Major  General  Lewis,  who 
will  in  future  make  the  necessary  communica¬ 
tions  to  the  department  of  war.  The  British 
fleet  still  rides  triumphant  in  this  section  of 
the  lake. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  with  great  re¬ 
spect  and  consideration,  your  obedient  and 
humble  servant. 

SAMUEL  S.  CONNER, 

A.  D.  C.  to  General  Dearborn. 
Hon,  John  Armstrongs  secretary  of  war, 

[To  he  continued,'^ 


FROM  THE  COLUMBIAN  CENTINEL. 

THE  ROAD  TO  RUIN. 

No.  XII. 

Tftt  effects  of  the  war  on  the  Province  of  MaintsCafe 
Cods  and  Nantucket, 

The  recent  news  of  a  pacific  character  may 
a^ate  anil  perhaps  destroy  the  interest  which  the 
people  will  feel  in  the  present  essays.  Bernadotte, 
and  Blucher,  and  Platolf,  and  Thielmau,  have 
been  “  conquering  peace”  (to  use  a  French 
phrase,)  foi  our  bleeding  and  unhappy  country. 
What  reason,  and  truth,  and  justice,  and  national 
interest  failed  to  produce,  may  be  effected  by  the 
bayonets  of  Gei*mans  and  Russians,  and  the  di- 
sa^ers  on  our  frontiers. 

The  constitution,  the  principles  of  civil  liberty, 
the  cries  of  the  suttering  victims  of  a  misguided 
and  ruinous  policy,  could  not  reach  the  presiden¬ 
tial  palace  ;  but  the  feai*s  of  being  left  to  combat 
Britain  single  handed,  may  arouse  our  nilers  to  a 
sense  of  their  danger  and  interest.  Be  it  so.  In 
whatever  form  peace  be  restored,  from  whatever 
quarter  it  arrives,  1  shall  for  one,  hail  her  as  a 
w^elconie  goddess.  I  would  build  a  bridge  of  gold 
for  our  misguideil  administration  to  retreat,  as 
wide  as  the  Pont-Royal  at  Paris.  I  have  some 
faint  hopes,  that,  with  their  master  and  patron, 
they  will  be  disposed  to  fly  from  the  evils  which 
their  policy  has  brought  upon  this  country,  and  I 
would  open  a  lane  for  their  retreat  which  should 
present  no  obstacles  to  their  rapidity. 

But  until  they  elevate  the  olive  brancli,  or  re¬ 
ceive  it  when  tendered  to  them,  I  sliall  always 
have  my  fears,  that  the  same  self-destroying  prin¬ 
ciples  which  led  them  to  rush  into  the  war  at  the 
most  unlucky  moment,  may  induce  them  to  per¬ 
severe. 

It  may  still  be  useful  and  necessary  to  consider 
the  effi*cts  of  measures  which  may  not  yet  be 
abandoned. 

One  reflection  we  may  be  permitted  to  address 
to  the  clergy,  and  all  sober  and  pious  citizens. 
'What  power  but  that  of  an  overruling  providence, 
could  have  stimulated  or  induced  our  loilers  to 
,chvi)>e  the  unlucky  periud  v.‘hich  (hey  selected 


for  Joining  the  arms  of  France,-  tt  hose  views  they' 
had  so  long  covertly  but  effecthally  promoted  s' 
The  news  of  our  declaration  of  war  on  her  side  had 
scarcely  i-eachcd  Europe  before  a  series  of  events, 
unparalh'led  in  history,  threatened  to  overthmw  a 
pow  er  which  the  wisest  men  in  Europe  and  Ame¬ 
rica  considered  as  too  firmly  established  to  be  sha¬ 
ken.  While  every  nation  in  Kuro])e  roused  from 
its  lethargy,  united  in  viewing  this  extraordinary 
event  us  the  work  of  Almighty  power,  and  as  h' 
summons  to  ail  nations  to  assume  their  rights;  it' 
pleased  the  Sovereign  Disposer  of  human  events 
so  to  harden  the  hearts  of  our  rulers  as  to  induce 
them  to  reject  this  almost  divine  and  miraculeus 
invitation,  and  to  make  redoubled  efforts  to  aid 
the  coiumoii  tyraut  of  munkiiul  in  his  attempts 
at  universal  dominion. 

One  other  remark  we  may  he  indulged  in  w  ith¬ 
out  incurring  tlie  charge  of  vanity.  The  print¬ 
ing  ink  has  scarcely  been  dry  since  in  these  es¬ 
says  we  cautioned  the  mercantile  speculator 
against  too  presumptuous  a  calculation  on  the  un¬ 
natural  profits  produced  by  the  ruiuous  policy  of 
our  rulers.  “  The  conq)lete  overthrow  of  Bona¬ 
parte  (and  surely  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  just  God 
to  tleliver  him  into  tlie  hands  of  his  enemies  when 
he  has  acconipIie|H*d  all  the  purposes  of  his  |»rovi- 
dence  for  the  chastisement  of  mankind)  may  force 
onr  government  to  an  unexpected  peace.”  Such 
w  as  the  liiugiiage  of  the  author  of  the  “  Road  to 
Huin^^  on  the  last  Wednesday  week.  Surely  W'e 
are  not  disposed  to  triumpli  over  the  victims  of 
the  w  icked  policy  of  our  rulers.  W  e  have  always 
thoiiglit  one  of  the  greatest  evils  of  their  system 
*to  be  the  uncertainty  in  which  all  mercantile  cal-^- 
dilations  and  enterprises  is  involved,  and  we  .'•in- 
cerely  hope  that  thousands  may  not  soon  have 
reason  to  repent  of  the  foolish  credulity  w'ith 
w  hich  they  believed  the  measures  of  our  govern* 
ment  to  be  of  a  stable  character,.  They  are  not 
so.  Tied  to  the  chariot  w  heels  of  the  emperor  of 
France,  they  hoped  to  conquer  with  him,  and 
with  him  sooner  or  later,  however  reluctantly, 
they  must  fly.  Perhaps  we  have  said  more  of 
peace  than  w^e  ought.  Bonajiarte  may  make 
another  desperate  effort,  and  our  cabinet  may  l>e- 
left  by  heaven  to  cleave,  as  they  have  done,  to 
his  detested  and  waning  fortunes.  Let  us  then,, 
resume  our  subject,  and  contemplate  the  condition 
of  the  province  of  Maine ^  Cape  Cod  and  NantJicket,^ 

1  need  not  say  that  the  first  of  them  is  compa¬ 
ratively  a  new  and  a  poor  country.  The  wilder¬ 
ness  just  subdued,  a  climate  severe,  and  therefore 
less  favourable  to  pcofitable  agriculture  than  other 
parts  of  the  union,  they  were  naturally  led,  if  not 
forceds  to  some  indemnity  f«)r  the  niggardli¬ 
ness  of  their  soil  and  climate,  by  enterprise  and  in¬ 
dustry  on  the  ocean. 

Never  men  earned  their  subsistence  more  ho¬ 
nourably  and  with  more  labour.  Never  people 
merited  more  the  patronage,  protection  and  favour 
of  their  rulers.  They  have  clothed  tharaost  in¬ 
hospitable  and  uninviting  territory  of  the  United 
States  with  verdure,  and  have  thickened  it  with 
habitations.  They  have  braved  peril  in  every 
sea,  and  have  raised  a  hardy  race  of  men  to  bring 
hack  the  riclves  of  other  countries,  and  to  supply 
the  seamen  w  ho  are  to  form  the  future  bulw^aHc  of 
our  country. 

An  offleur  of  the  United  States,  of  some  disiinOv 
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tion,  has  aflumeJ,  that  Mainr  furnishod  one  thirds 
and  the  best  portion  of  the  regular  array  of  the 
United  States. 

In  what  manner  have  these  services  been  re¬ 
warded?  'riie  embargo  ami  non-intercourse  inflict¬ 
ed  a  vital  wound  upon  the  prosperity  of  this  valua¬ 
ble  portion  of  Massachusetts. 

Before  they  luid  time  to  recover  from  its  effects 
the  war  annihilated  all  tlieir  foreign  trade,  and 
nearly  beggared  thousands  of  families,  who  en  joy¬ 
ed  before  a  considerable  ilegrcc  of  opulence. 

Still  this  brave  atul  loyal  people  held  an  un- 
d'lunle*!  front  under  their  snlferiiigs.  You  scarce¬ 
ly  heard  a  inurraur  under  their  inuitiplied  and  un¬ 
necessary  calamities  and  vexations.  ‘ 

There  Avas  yet  left  to  ihera  a  little  beggarly,  but 
to  them  vital  carrying  trade  with  their  own  capi¬ 
tal,  If  they  were  reduced  to  penurj',  they  did  not 
Jiterall]r  starve. 

,  To  be  sure,  the  taxes  of  all  sorts,  amounting  on 
the  Province  of  Maine  to  at  lea*>t  f'200,000  dol¬ 
lars,  to  be  levied  to  carry  on  this  most  iniquitous 
and  unnecessary  war,  would  have  placed  them  be¬ 
tween  the  ufiper  and  nether  millstone.  They 
would  have  been  ground  to  powder,  but  not  whol¬ 
ly  annihilated.  In  this  state  of  things,  scmie  dread¬ 
ful  enemy  to  human  happiness  and  liberty,  whis¬ 
pers  to  the  preshlent  to  pn)pose  the  present  em¬ 
bargo.  A  system  which  sets  all  pre<*edent  at  de¬ 
fiance,  and  which  must  l>e  considered  as  a  neiv  in- 
I'eJifion  in  the  art  of  oppression. 

The  Boston  port  hill  roused  these  coloiiies  to 
rebellion;  that  aflectcil  a  single  port.  Rut  the 
successors  of  T^ord  North,  refining  on  the  policy 
of  that  most  dete>ted  statesman,  have  trieil  the  ex¬ 
periment  of  shutting  out  the  people  of  a  whole 
coiintrvfrom  the  ocean. 

Lord  North\s  system  found  a  people  stubborn 
and  turbulent ;  a  people  who  did  not  ia:k  alK)rit 
their  rights  onlt/^  but  knew  l»()w  tr)  dtfnnl  them. 
The  “  Boston  Rebel (Samuel  Adams,)  though 
surrounded  by  seven  thousand  British  troops,  did 
not  fear  to  proclaim  and  maintain  the  rights  of  the 
people,  and  corruption  trembled  in  all  its  haunts 
of  venality. 

Now,  indeed,  a  measure  which  carries  distress 
home  to  every  fireside  in  the  mdvMvhms  Province 
o/Mntne^  is  received  with  a  mihliicss  aiul  modera¬ 
tion,  which  proves  that  we  have  put  off  the  harsh¬ 
er  and  more  stubborn  character  of  freedom,  for  the 
gentle  attributes  of  loyalty  and  submission. 

The  Crascons  of  France,  (proverbially  boasters 
and  cowards,)  never  liarc  had  their  courage  put 
to  so  severe  a  test. 

We,  however,  applaud  this  loyalty  and  this 
submission.  Far  he  it  fi’om  us  to  recommend  tlie 
example  of  such  turbulent  “  Boston  HebeU^^  as 
Hancock  and  the  two  Adamses  to  our  imitation,  i 
W e  would  have  every  thing  proceed  in  due  con-  I 
stitutional  order.  Tliough  tlie  constitution  be  j 
violated,  still  we  will  respect  it. 

But  we  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  when 
the  Province  of  Maine  finds  her  ships  shut  up  in 
Boston,  or  in  her  own  ports,  because  they  must 
not  pass  a  head  land  ; — wlien  those  whom  God 
and  nature  joineil  are  forbidden  to  supply  each 
other’s  wants  ; — when  the  waters  which  a  Be¬ 
nevolent  Deity  gave  to  tlie  “  descendants  of  the 
pilgrims”  are  interdicted  to  them  ;  they  may  be 
aJlo^vcd  to  remoastrat«^to  inquire  into  the  ne¬ 


cessity,  policy,  and  constitutionality  of  the  mea¬ 
sure,  to  assemble  even  in  face  of  the  military  who 
are  ordered  to  suppress  such  “  assemblages”  and 
petition  their  own  legislature  to  oppose,  by  every 
constitutional  means  this  law, — to  execrate  and 
point  out  to  public  scorn  all  who  justify  it,  and  to 
fortify  their  hearts  either  to  submit  to  it  with 
equanimity,  or  to  oppose  it  in  a  constitutional 
way,  in  a  manner  worthy  of  their  ancestors. 
Even  the  District  Attorney  cannot  blame  tbetn 
for  this. 

No.  XIII. 

Mr.  Madison* s  novel  and  dreadful  doctrine  of  Hfr 

talialion,  examined  on  legal  and  equitable  prin»> 

ciplcs. 

It  had  been  my  intention  to  have  proceeded  to 
consider  the  niinous  effects  of  the  war  on  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Nantucket  and  Cape  Cody  as  well  as 
on  the  FarmerSy  and  ail  persons  of  fixed  and  small 
incomes;  hut  I  think  it  proper  to  wait  until  the 
present  intrigue  is  a  little  more  developed.  A 
few  weeks  will  <how  whether  this  ruinous  war  is 
to  he  obstinately  persevered  in  or  abandoned. 

I'hcre  is  a  principle,  liowev'er,  adopted  by  31r. 
Madison,  which  must  be  settled,  let  war  or  peace 
ensue.  Britain  u  ill  surely  hang  v«orae  of  the  trai¬ 
tors  she  has  taken  in  arms  against  her.  In  that 
cas€*,  31  r.  Madison  is  pledged  to  hang  an  equal 
miinhrr  of  innocent,  honourable  officers,  mere 
prisoners  of  war.  This  must  lead  to  a  war  of  ex- 
j  termination,  unless  one  nation  or  the  other  re¬ 
fuses  to  support  its  government  in  such  a  system. 
It  is  very  important  that  we  should  understand 
this  question  fidly.  if  it  be  a  dubious  one,  let  us 
know  it.  If  it  he  a  settled  one  let  as  know  it. 

If  Britain,  in  sending  home  twenty-three  men 
who  confessed  tliemselves  British  subjects  and 
who  offered  to  enlist  and  fight  against  the  very 
army  in  which  they  had  just  served,  has  done 
an  unjust  thing,  or  even  an  unusual  thing  \  if  she 
has  done  us  any  wrong  or  indignity  by  so  doing  : 
if  she  has  deprived  us  of  any  rights ;  in  the  name 
)f  heaven  let  31  r.  Madison  pursue  his  inhuman 
system  as  long  as  he  pleases ;  we  certainly  should 
not  oppose  him. 

But,  if  Sir  George  Prevost  was  justified  in  send¬ 
ing  home  those  traitors  by  confession — for  trial  by 
jury,  those  men  first  traitors  to  their  fcmg,  and 
then  voluntary  traitors  to  the  country  whose 
money  they  had  taken  and  whose  service  they  had 
entered :  If  the  prince  regent  was  right  in  declar¬ 
ing  that  he  would  execute  the  municipal  laws  ol* 
his  realm  acc<jnling  to  his  coronation  oath  on  guilty 
traitors,  self  accused,  amltnat4f  we  should  so  far 
intermeddle  with  his  municipal  and  private  af¬ 
fairs  as  to  punish  him  through  his  innocent  sub¬ 
jects,  he  would  severaly  retaliate. 

If  in  so  doing  Britain  has  acted  according  to 
natural  ecpiity,  public  law,  the  municipal  lawsot* 
all  nations,  and  especially  according  to  the  law* 
and  usages  of herself y  in  precise  confornv- 
ity  to  principles  irpeatediy  settled  by  our  highest 
United  States  court,  theu  every  pious  man,  o^’ 
humanity  and  intelligence,  must  shudder  at  Mr. 
Madison’s  conduct  in  exposing  so  many  innocent 
lives  in  such  a  cause,  and  on  such  a  question. 

This  point  I  <5X.>ect  fully  to  estaulbh.  it  has 
been  treated  cursorily  in  a  great  number  of 
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essays ;  but  it  has  been  but  imperfectly  discussed. 
I  intend  to  satisfy  every  sound,  reflecting  man, 
that  on  this  question  of  retaliation  Mr.  Madison 
is  wholly  wrong ;  that  he  flies  in  face  of  all  prin¬ 
ciple  most  solemnly  maintained  by  ourselves. 

It  is  best  in  this  case,  as  in  all  others,  to  settle 
the  /acts  as  far  as  we  can  ;  to  clear  the  question 
of  points  which  improperly  embarrass  it,  and  then 
to  examine  the  pure  naked  proposition. 

As  to  the  facts ;  it  does  not  seem  to  be  pre¬ 
tended  by  Mr.  Madison,  in  his  message,  that  any 
of  the  allegations  contained  in  Sir  George  Pre- 
vost’s  proclamation  are  untrue.  It  seems  to  be, 
and  indecnl  is  expressly  admitted,  that  the  men 
sent  home  by  ^^ir  George  Prevost  for  legal  trial, 
were  native  Englishmen ;  that  they  were  taken 
in  arms  against  their  sovereign :  It  is  not  pre¬ 
tended  by  Mr.  Mailison  that  any  one  of  them  w  as 
naturalized :  He  talks  about  their  forming  part  of 
our  “  political  society”  wuth  that  sort  of  Jesuit¬ 
ical  obscurity  which  satisfies  us  that  he  knew  they 
w’ere  naturalized.  They  were  sent  home,  and 
cannot  be  punished  without  a  trial  by  two  juries 
on  tlie  most  abundant  evidence  of  treason.  T rea¬ 
son  they  cannot  be  guilty  of,  unless  at  the  time 
of  their  committing  it  they  w^ere  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain.  It  may  be  asked,  w^hy  they  were, 
not  tripjd  in  Canada.  This  w^ould  have  been  inhu¬ 
man.  Being  caught  in  open  arms  there  could  be 
no  doubt  of  their  guilt  if  they  were  British  sub¬ 
jects.  It  was  proper  they  should  be  removed  to  | 
a  place  near  to  w  hich  the  witnesses  to  prov^e  their  j 
identity  and  nativity  livCy  and  wiiere  they  oould 
have  the  aid  of  their  families  and  friends.  To 
rx)mmit  them  to  a  Canadian  jury,  exasperated 
as  they  must  be  not  only  against  their  invaders, 
but  invading  traitors,  would  have  been  a  barba¬ 
rous  piece  of  legal  injustice.  These,  then,  are  the 
facts.  Mr.  Madison  has,  in  revenge  for  this  le¬ 
gitimate  act,  taken  up  not  Traitors  to  America — 
not  Ameiicans  serving  in  the  British  armies,  j 
wiiich  would  have  been  precisely  rcH'.iprocal,  but 
lawful  subjects  serving  honourably  in  the  enemy’s 
ranks,  not  U>  try  them  by  a  jury  and  convict  them 
by  standing  laws,  but  to  strangle,  or  shoot,  or 
hang  them  wdicnever  the  president  pleases. 

In  considering  the  principles  involved  in  this 
question,  it  is  necessary  to  take  care  not  to  con¬ 
found  it  either  with  the  doctrine  of  expatriation 
or  naturalization.  The  former  is  a  hard  term,  in- 
troduc.ed  by  writers  on  national  law,  w'hich  signi¬ 
fies  the  power  or  right  to  change  one’s  country  at 
pleasure,  and  become  a  member  of  another  politi- 
c-al  society.  The  latter  term  is  more  farailar  to 
us,  and  comprehends  simply  the  political  rights 
conferred  ou  foreigners,  who  come  to  settle  in  a 
country  of  which  they  are  not  the  natives. 

Every  nation  admits  the  right  of  expatriation 
in  a  limited  «case;  that  is,  it  admits  the  right  of 
tn^ery  individual,  unless  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  forbid  such  emigration,  to  seek  a  liveli¬ 
hood,  cstablishnaent,  and  support,  in  foreign 
countries. 

Every  modern  nation  also  naturalizes,  or  ad“ 
mits  to  the  privileges  of  citizens,  persons  who  err 
i^- their  country  under  certain  limitations  and  re‘ 
strietjons. 

iiiil  both  these  rights  are  limited  and  restrained 
>»y  the  municipal  law^s  of  every  country.  Some 
greatc*’ a4id  some  smaller  indulgencies;  but 


no  nation  on  earthy  admits  the  (mrestralned  riglii 
of  the  citizen,  to  quit  his  country  tehen  hepleasesy 
and  to  throw  olf  his  allegiance  or  the  duties  he 
ow’es  it. 

Xo  man  understands  these  distinctions  better 
than  rdr.  Madison.  Yet  he  attempts  to  confound 
the  right  of  expatriation  and  naturalisation  with 
the  doctrine  of  perpetual  allegiance. 

He  thinks,  therefore,  that  be  is  triumphant,  (and 
so  he  is  w  ith  fools  and  knaves,)  when  he  charges 
Great  Britain  with  admitting  the  doctrine  of  na/u- 
ralisaiiony  while  she  denies  the  right  of  other  coun¬ 
tries  to  absolve  her  citizens  from  their  bonds  of 
allegiance. 

There  is  no  Inconsistency  in  the  practice  or 
principle.  While  every  modern  nation  admits  her 
subjects  freely  to  emigrate,  except  in  lime  of  war. 
While  every  modern  nation  naturalizes  or  con¬ 
fers  privileges  on  emigrants,  they  all,  by  cominon 
and  universal  consent,  deny  to  their  subjects  the 
right  to  turn  their  arms  agaiii«;t  tlieir  own  siive- 
reign  during  their  lives;  they  all  punish  as  traitors 
any  such  undutiful,  base  and  aborniiiahle  cliildivn. 
Tliese  doctrines  are  perfi'Ctly  reconcileable  both 
with  common  sense  and  with  the  general  feelings 
of  mankind. 

Having  thus  stripped  this  question  of  the  cum¬ 
brous  load,  which  Mr.  Madison  designcilly  im¬ 
posed  upon  it,  w'e  have  simply  to  coiisiiler 
whether  he  pretension,  (you  see  I  giv'e  it  a 
mild  name  which  can  oflend  no  one,)  whether 
the  pretension  of  Great  Britain  to  punish  her 
subjects,  w^hether  they  have  been  naturalized 
in  another  cxuintry  or  not,  who  are  found  in 
arms  against  her,  is  novel,  is  unjust,  is  unrea¬ 
sonable,  is  any  thing  more  than  wdiat  slie  and 
every  other  country  w'ould  and  does  concede  to 
us  in  return. 

My  argument  will  be  purely  legal,  and  may  be 
too  brief  to  be  comprehended  by  every  citizen,  but 
it  may  lead  others  to  inquire  and  to  settle  their 
minds,  and  to  communicate  the  result  of  those  in- 
'[Uiries  among  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  who 
must  wish  to  be  informed  on  a  question  involving 
our  honour,  our  character  for  humanity,  and  tlie 
lives  of  thousands  of  innocent  persons. 

I  propose  to  show  that  the  doctrine,  that  alle¬ 
giance  is  inalienable  and  perfectly  compatible 
with  the  doctrine  of  expatriation  and  naturaliza¬ 
tion,  is  supported 

First,  by  the  ancient  law’S  of  Great  Britain. 

Secondly,  by  the  standing  laws  of  France. 

Thirdly,  by  the  most  celebrated  writers  on  pub¬ 
lic  law.  And  lastly,  by  a  succession  of  decisions 
of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  in  tlie 
United  i-Hates. 

I'hat  the  latter  have  carried  the  doctrine  as  far 
or  farther  than  any  tribunals  in  France  or  En¬ 
gland  have  done ;  that  the  law  is  now'  settled  in 
this  country ;  that  if  an  American  W'ent  to  Great 
Britain  in  1793,  twenty  years  ago,  and  was  there 
domiciliated  and  naturalized,  he  still  continued  to 
be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  if  so  amena¬ 
ble  to  its  laws  and  punishable  as  a  traitor  for  ta¬ 
king  anns  against  her.  If  I  fail  to  prove  this,  de¬ 
prive  me,  felloW  citizens,  of  all  your  future  confi¬ 
dence. 

But  if  I  do  prove  it,  what  will  you  think  of  Mr. 
Madison,  wdio,  like  every  other  citizen,  is  bound 
by  the  laws  declared  by  the  judiciary  ? 


